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How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 3.4
 Glenwood Springs, 3.4
 New Castle, 3.8
 Parachute, 3.5
 Rifle, 3.7
 Silt, 3.5
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Question 9: Economic Development
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Economic Development - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

¦

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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2008 Garfield County Public Opinion Survey
How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 3.7
 Glenwood Springs, 3.5
 New Castle, 3.7
 Parachute, 3.6
 Rifle, 3.8
 Silt, 3.5
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Question 10: Affordable Housing

Average Response for Garfield County = 3.6

¦

Average Response by Study Area
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Affordable Housing - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

Lead Consultant:

Contributor:

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 4.4
 Glenwood Springs, 4.1
 New Castle, 4
 Parachute, 4
 Rifle, 4
 Silt, 4.1
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Question 11: Open Space

Average Response for Garfield County = 4.1
Average Response by Study Area
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Open Space - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

¦

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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2008 Garfield County Public Opinion Survey
How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 2.9
 Glenwood Springs, 2.9
 New Castle, 3.1
 Parachute, 3.4
 Rifle, 3.2
 Silt, 3
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Question 12: Animal Control

Average Response for Garfield County = 3.0
Average Response by Study Area
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Animal Control - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 4.1
 Glenwood Springs, 3.8
 New Castle, 3.9
 Parachute, 3.8
 Rifle, 3.9
 Silt, 3.6
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Question 13: Sense of Community

Average Response for Garfield County = 3.9
Average Response by Study Area
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Sense of Community - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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2008 Garfield County Public Opinion Survey
How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 4.1
 Glenwood Springs, 4.1
 New Castle, 4.2
 Parachute, 4.2
 Rifle, 4.3
 Silt, 4.1
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Question 14: Public Safety

Average Response for Garfield County = 4.2
Average Response by Study Area
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Public Safety - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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2008 Garfield County Public Opinion Survey
How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 4.3
 Glenwood Springs, 4.3
 New Castle, 4.3
 Parachute, 4.3
 Rifle, 4.4
 Silt, 4.4
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Question 15: Air Quality

Average Response for Garfield County = 4.3
Average Response by Study Area
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Air Quality - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 



Area 1 
CarbondaleArea 4 

Silt

Area 6 
Parachute

Area 3 
New Castle

Area 5 
Rifle

Area 2
 Glenwood

Springs

2008 Garfield County Public Opinion Survey
How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 3.9
 Glenwood Springs, 3.7
 New Castle, 3.4
 Parachute, 3.2
 Rifle, 3.6
 Silt, 3.5

M E S AM E S A

G A R F I E L DG A R F I E L D

R I O  B L A N C OR I O  B L A N C O

E A G L EE A G L E

R O U T TR O U T T

P I T K I NP I T K I N

M O F F A TM O F F A T

D E L T AD E L T A G U N N I S O NG U N N I S O N

Question 16: River Access

Average Response for Garfield County = 3.6
Average Response by Study Area
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River Access - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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2008 Garfield County Public Opinion Survey
How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 3.8
 Glenwood Springs, 3.8
 New Castle, 3.9
 Parachute, 4.1
 Rifle, 4.1
 Silt, 4.3
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Question 17: County Road Maintenance

Average Response for Garfield County = 3.9
Average Response by Study Area
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County Road Maintenance - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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2008 Garfield County Public Opinion Survey
How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 3.6
 Glenwood Springs, 3.4
 New Castle, 3
 Parachute, 3.2
 Rifle, 2.9
 Silt, 3
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Question 18: Public Transportation

Average Response for Garfield County = 3.2
Average Response by Study Area
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Public Transportation - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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2008 Garfield County Public Opinion Survey
How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 3.4
 Glenwood Springs, 3.1
 New Castle, 3
 Parachute, 2.8
 Rifle, 2.9
 Silt, 2.8
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Question 19: Cultural Integration

Average Response for Garfield County = 3.1
Average Response by Study Area
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Cultural Integration - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 4.4
 Glenwood Springs, 4.3
 New Castle, 4.5
 Parachute, 4.5
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Question 20: Water Quality and Quantity

Average Response for Garfield County = 4.4
Average Response by Study Area
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Water Quality / Quantity - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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2008 Garfield County Public Opinion Survey
How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 4.5
 Glenwood Springs, 4.3
 New Castle, 4.3
 Parachute, 4.2
 Rifle, 4.3
 Silt, 4.2
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Question 21: Scenic and Visual Quality

Average Response for Garfield County = 4.3
Average Response by Study Area
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Scenic / Visual Quality - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 2.6
 Glenwood Springs, 2.7
 New Castle, 3
 Parachute, 3.3
 Rifle, 3.3
 Silt, 2.8
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Question 22: Shopping Opportunities

Average Response for Garfield County = 2.9
Average Response by Study Area
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Shopping Opportunities - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 3.5
 Glenwood Springs, 3.5
 New Castle, 3.6
 Parachute, 3.6
 Rifle, 3.7
 Silt, 3.6
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Question 23: Historic Preservation

Average Response for Garfield County = 3.6
Average Response by Study Area
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Historic Preservation - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 4.1
 Glenwood Springs, 4
 New Castle, 3.9
 Parachute, 3.9
 Rifle, 4.2
 Silt, 4.1
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Question 24: Public Land Access

Average Response for Garfield County = 4.0
Average Response by Study Area
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Public Land Access - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 3.7
 Glenwood Springs, 3.5
 New Castle, 4
 Parachute, 2.5
 Rifle, 2.9
 Silt, 2.7
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Question 25: Biking Trails

Average Response for Garfield County = 3.2
Average Response by Study Area
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Biking Trails - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 4.1
 Glenwood Springs, 4
 New Castle, 3.7
 Parachute, 3.6
 Rifle, 3.9
 Silt, 3.7
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Question 26: Recreational Opportunities

Average Response for Garfield County = 3.9
Average Response by Study Area

0 32,000 64,00016,000 Meters
0 67,000 134,00033,500 Meters

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

4

4.5

5

4.07 3.95 3.66 3.7 3.91 3.61 3.87Av
era

ge 
Re

spo
nse

(1=
 No

t Im
po

rta
nt;

 5=
Ve

ry I
mp

ort
ant

)
Study Area

Recreational Opportunities - Importance

¦

Key
1, Not Important
2
3
4
5, Very Important

Lead Consultant:

Contributor:

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

Carbondale 
area

Glenwood 
Springs area

New Castle 
area

Silt area Rifle area Parachute 
area

COUNTY

Recreational Opportunities - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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2008 Garfield County Public Opinion Survey
How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 4.4
 Glenwood Springs, 4.4
 New Castle, 4.2
 Parachute, 4.5
 Rifle, 4.3
 Silt, 4.2
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Question 27: Traffic

Average Response for Garfield County = 4.3
Average Response by Study Area
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Traffic - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 4
 Glenwood Springs, 3.8
 New Castle, 3.3
 Parachute, 3
 Rifle, 3.2
 Silt, 3.1
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Question 28: Hiking Trails

Average Response for Garfield County = 3.5
Average Response by Study Area
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Hiking Trails - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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How important are the following issues to you? A score of 1 means the issue is not important to you and a score of 5 indicates that the issue is very important to you.

 Carbondale, 4.1
 Glenwood Springs, 4
 New Castle, 3.9
 Parachute, 3.6
 Rifle, 3.8
 Silt, 3.7
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Question 29: Recycling Services

Average Response for Garfield County = 3.9
Average Response by Study Area
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Recycling Services - Value vs. Assessment

Value Assessment

A list of characteristics of Garfield County  
was given to survey respondents which they  
rated for importance (the value section).  
The same list was provided near the end of  
the survey for survey respondents to evaluate  
how well the county is doing in meeting their  
expectations for each of the characteristics  
(assessment section).  
 
The graph at left reflects the percentage of  
respondents by Survey Study Area who rated  
the priority a 4 or 5 on a 5 point scale.  
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
Assessment: (Very Poor to Very Good) 
 
The graph at right shows the average response  
by Survey Study Area on a 5 point scale. 
Value: (Not Important to Very Important) 
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