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GARFIELD COUNTY ENERGY ADVISORY BOARD (EAB) MEETING (Final) MINUTES 

Thursday, December 1, 2011 

Location: Sheriffs Annex, Rifle, Colorado 

CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS 

Jeff Simonson called the meeting to order at: 6:00 pm. Thanking QDoba for dinner.   

 
EAB members introduced themselves.  EAB members in attendance: 

Michael Meskin (MM)                Grass Mesa HOA 
Joyce Wizer (JW)                     Grand Valley Citizens Alliance (GVCA) 
Susan Alvillar (SA)                    Williams Production 
Scott Brynildson (EB)                Mamm Creek/Hunter Mesa 
Jeff Simonson (JS) (EAB Chair) Divide Creek 
Kirby Wynn (KW)                       Garfield County 
Heather Hoffmeister (HH)           Rulison/Holmes Mesa 

          Art Riddle (AR)                        Town of New Castle 
         Howard Orona (HO)                   Parachute/Parachute Creek 

Brent Buss (BB)                         North Rifle 
Cary Baird (CB)                          Chevron 

         Sher Long (SL)                           Encana 
         Bob Arrington (BA)                      Battlement Mesa 
         Eric Ward (EW)                              Marathon 
         Don Mumma (DM)                       Battlement Mesa O&G Committee 
          Doug Dennison (DD)                        Bill Barrett Corporation 
 
 

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

The Board reviewed the minutes from November 3rd meeting.  Jeff Simonson entertained a 
motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting.  1st SA, 2nd SL and the board then 
voted unanimously to approve.  

NEW BUSINESS 

EAB officer nominations and election: 
 
SA thanked JS for all the hard work he has done for the past two years.     
 
DD nominated Brent Buss to be Chair, SA motion to accept. BA moved that the nominations 
be closed and the board unanimously approved.   
 
SA nominated Kelly Lyon to be vice chair.    SA withdrew her nomination of Kelly Lyon and 
then SL nominated Howard Orona (HO) to be Vice Chair, KW-- 2nd the nomination, KW 
closed the nominations and board unanimously approved.   
 
KW nominated CB for another term as secretary DD moved, DM-- 2nd the nomination and 
the board unanimously approved. 
 
2012 EAB Meeting Schedule and education presentations 
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SA motioned that the board keep the 1st Thursday of every month except for the months of 
January and July.  DM -- 2nd the motion. The motion was unanimously approved. No meeting 
will be held in January and July 2012 
 
KW asked the board and audience should propose and discuss The Board educational 
topics so that he could work toward lining up speakers for 2012 and beyond: 
 
 Reclamation - between private owners, BLM  and COGCC; 
 Groundwater presentation - given by USGS, Operator and GarCO Environmental;  
 Condensate Tanks studies and storage;  
 New Fracking Rules in Garfield County; 
 Alternatives to Fracking (Green Fracking); 
 Impacts of Fracking- i.e. earthquakes, cuttings, disposal? 
 Updates on the Rulison Blast site; 
 Criteria of how a location is developed: Who develops the plans, who makes the 

rules (COGCC, County, CDPHE, BLM) regarding the locations of rigs, grading and 
gravel, detention ponds, storm water, reclamation and weed control; 

 The Niobrara formation-How is it different than the Williams Fork; 
 Automation of shutting wells in; 

Surface owners weigh in on reclamation - reseeding and weed control who has 
authority BLM, KW criteria for the development  

 Air Emissions and methods of enforcement - GarCO air quality study-KW questioned 
if it was the current monitoring 

 Explain the Acronyms that are used in the O&G industry; 
 Comprehensive Drilling Plans - What is involved in the process?; 
 Water disposal and reuse; 
 Hydro-geologic Study from Garfield County. 
 DOW Impacts; and 
 Water recycling and disposal 

  
 

KW said that USGS should have a surface water quality and also a ground water quality 
report completed about March 2012 for the Piceance Basin area and they could present 
those topics as one option. MM wanted a well rounded study hearing from each area of 
expertise the operator;  
 
BB asked that we summarize the topic list to be more specific.  KW stated that he would look 
at the list, speak to the presenters, and bring back to the Board a refined list to be voted on 
in February. DD asked if there was a speaker line up for February?  KW stated that we have 
Tamara Allen with Garfield County discussing the “Revised Land Use Code.” KW also stated 
that he has been in contact with COGCC to give a presentation on reclamation in March 
2012.  
 
Brent Buss would like to have some field trips in the summer months. Several operators 
offered that it could be arranged. 
 
HH stated that she comes to the EAB and learn from the educational presentations she 
would like to know how the EAB can better inform Garfield County residents of upcoming 
presentations.   BB would like to coordinate with community counts.  SA stated that CC 
could run the presentation video on their website each month.  Jim Bell said that they run on 
the Rifle public station for about a week or two.  KW said the powerpoint file for 
Presentations are uploaded to the GARCO county website after each EAB meeting and 
available going back at least several years.  Press releases in the future were discussed as 
a method to increase attendance.  SL can use electronic message board Jim Bell said that 
Rifle has another board.  SL discussed putting it on the Community Counts website.   
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Community Counts Meeting times 3:30 Parachute Town Hall, 2nd Wednesday of every 
month. 
 
DOW - Impacts 
HH asked the question water recycling on the ongoing education and new technologies 
available; 
KW wants to take the list and widdle it down and get more feedback from the board and the 
board will decide and vote on the topics for 2012. 
 
KW will call the board members before our next meeting. 
 
COMMUNITY COUNTS UPDATE 

ML Wilson gave her update.  There were 24 total entries last month 9 complaints resolved 
within 8-12 hours.  There are 2 outstanding complaints that are still being worked on.  There 
were 4 "Action Items"   and kudos, Halliburton Trucks, Saw CC billboards, MP construction 
had courteous drivers letting the residents pass.   

CC board voted Denice Brown with Garfield County as secretary, Juanita Williams as Chair, 
and Liaison from Collbran.  CC wants EAB to compliment Community Counts and Vice 
versa.  With the efforts of the CC board has new members on board growing each day.  BB 
asked what the complaints pertained to.  ML said mostly traffic. 
 
SL the new CC members are now instead of industry they are contractors in the area.  
Contractors are now understanding that CC is community based and starting to see the 
value of working with CC.  ML welcomed Anchor and Enterprise to CC.  DM mentioned 
bottom line individual support needs to be a priority.  Dave Devanney appreciates rig moves 
updates and would like a map.  He said that there needs to be better descriptions and clear 
concise information to our announcements and thought that adding a map would be helpful.    
 
DB provided a map to BA to give to Dave Devanney 
 
Community Counts Meeting times3:30 Parachute Town Hall, 2nd Wednesday of every 
month. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  

Marion Wells of Rulison stated that she has been concerned over the last 3 months that the 
board was being “dismissive of the citizens coming to report concerns”.  There was a charge 
with the EAB Board to report citizen complaints, impacts and concerns to the elected 
officials. She suggested that serving food at County expense at meetings is inappropriate. 
What she would like to hear from the CC report is the number of complaints, the type, when 
there are spills, etc.  
 
Marion advised the board that the BOCC needed to revise the bylaws if Kirby Wynn would 
be voting on the board. (Information added after the meeting: Kirby Wynn reviewed the 
current EAB bylaws and they indicate Garfield County maintains full EAB member status, 
same as all other members).  
 
Linda Dixon commented that she thought that the EAB was showing a lack of respect to the 
residents that attend the EAB.  She thought that the 3 minutes per citizen to speak during 
the public comment period was unfriendly and censorship.  
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County and Town tax revenue is coming from the mineral owners and LD feels that the 
surface owners are the ones dealing with the impacts.  She feels that the operators only 
follow through at the citizen’s insistence.  
  
Thomas Thompson reviewed issues between himself and Encana and also mentioned they 
have a new pipeline going up Porcupine Creek.  A helpful lady that works for Encana took 
care of his dogs during bad weather and he wanted to give Encana a Kudo for that.  The 
matter that was discussed in October meetings is still in process.  Culvert/bridge that was 
installed on his property was overwhelmed by spring runoff and debris spilling rocks and 
mud over the stream on his property.  He feels that he has to fight with industry to make 
progress.  Feels Encana is making all the money and yet all mistakes come at his expense.   
Does not think he should have to suffer the expense.   
 
HH would like to hear more than 3 minute public comment period.  BB said we need to ask 
the questions to facilitate the answer and so we can advise the commissioners.  There 
needs to be a "stopping point" and let them go on and have the respect from the board.  EB 
asked questions of TT.  Jason Oats, Encana, is working on problems. 
 
KW making sure the BOCC knows the issues that are brought to the EAB by the citizens.  
We are not empowered by the BOCC to make certain decisions but to listen and 
communicate their issues as a resident in Garfield County.    
 
EAB MEMBER UPDATED 

Town of New Castle – Art Riddle (AR) 

No Report. 

Battlement Mesa O&G Committee – Don Mumma (DM) 

No Report. 

Grand Valley Citizens Alliance (GVCA) – Joyce Wizer (JW) 

No Report. 

Grass Mesa HOA – Mike Meskin (MM) 

No Report 

Mamm Creek/Hunter Mesa – Scott Brynildson (SB) 

There is a pipeline being installed on Hunter Mesa.  

Rifle/North Rifle – Brent Buss (BB) 

No Report.  BB would like to take into account that citizens are not being able to hear the 
discussion in the room.  KW said Denice will look into getting a microphone for the next 
meeting.   

Parachute/Parachute Creek – Howard Orona (HO) 

HO had two calls with complaints.  This was the first time he has called CC and was happy 
with the results.  The issue was not Williams or Encana but another pipeline Enterprise up 
Parachute Creek. 
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Divide Creek – Jeff Simonson (JS) 

Deer getting in the roadway with heavy traffic please be careful. 

Battlement Mesa – Bob Arrington (BA) 

1 citizen complaint has come through and was addressed.  CC and others were informed. 
SL finished frac job on the 29th.  The second issue was about the helicopter flying over 
Battlement Mesa and the operators did not know anything about this. 

Rulison/Holmes Mesa - Heather Hoffmeister (HH) 

The only active well will be done in the middle of the month. 

Chevron – Cary Baird (CB) 

CB discussed Chevron emphasis on safe operations. Only recent incident was very minor. 

Williams Production – Susan Avillar (SA) 

Williams is splitting into two companies as of January 1st (WPX Energy will be the 
exploration and production company and Williams will be the midstream company. SA will be 
with WPX Energy and their new website, , wpxenergy.com. will be available next week.  
Donna Gray will stay with Williams and is covering a larger regional territory.  11 rigs are 
running right now. HO asked if Donna will be attending the EAB?  See what it looks like  

Encana – Sher Long (SL) 

Encana is covering the dinner costs for the meeting, not the county. the 590mc/d - 8 rigs, 1 
rulison, 2 mamm creek, 1 plateau valley; Look for a press release in Mid December for new 
Encana office building being built. 

Marathon - Eric Ward (EW) 
  
Focused on production operations through 2012 
 
Garfield County – Kirby Wynn (KW) 
 
KW gave a brief power point presentation to the EAB group.  In his presentation he 
discussed resident calls, permits reviewed from September 2011 to December 1, 2011, and 
the number of drilling rigs active in Garfield County reported on the COGCC website.  KW 
discussed the Draft of the Land Use Code with  and believes that the recent draft will reduce 
barriers to economic development; has user friendly format; and will streamline the process 
efficiently.  The BOCC will formally review of the draft text on December 6th at 8am. Your 
participation is encouraged!! 

Bill Barrett – Doug Dennison (DD)  
 
BBC has moved one of their rigs from Utah back into the area. 3 rigs at this time and through 
2012 
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EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATION  

1. Jeremy Boak, Director 

Center for Oil Shale Technology & Research 

Colorado School of Mines, Golden Colorado 

Oil Shale: Is Now the Time? 

2. Kirby Wynn – Garfield County Update 
 

ADJOURN 

• JS adjourned the meeting at 8:49 pm.   

MOTIONS PASSED AT THIS MEETING 

• A motion was passed as this meeting to approve last month minutes;    
• A motion was passed to not have a meeting in January or July 2012; 
• Voted  Brent Buss as the EAB Chair for 2012; and 
• Voted Howard Orona as the EAB Vice-Chair for 2012.   

 

Prepared by Denice Brown, Garfield County Oil and Gas Assistant 

Approved by the Energy Advisory Board on 

Date: 2-2-2012 

Cary Baird, Secretary of the Board 

 

 
 

  


