
MEMORANDUM 
 

 
TO:  BOCC 
FROM: Judy Jordan 
RE:  O&G 2nd Quarter Report: April – June 2008 
DATE:  July 14, 2008 
CC:  Ed Green, Department Heads 
 
 
Complaints 
The following chart shows the complaints received by the O&G Department in each month of 
this reporting period. 

GarCo O&G Complaint Report
April – June, 2008
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Total # of Complaints 
for 2nd quarter = 27  

• 16 Odor
• 1 Dust
• 4 Traffic Violations
• 2 Spill
• 1 Environmental
• 1 Noise
• 1 Ground Water
• 1 Open Pit

 
Drilling Activities 
The following charts depict the drilling activities over the reporting period.  
 

COGCC Approved APD’s
April – June 2008
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APD’s reviewed by GarCo O&G 
April – June, 2008
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2008 Drilling Rigs running in 

Colorado and GarCo as of 6/5/08
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General 
The charts above describe O&G’s standard activities during the second quarter of 2008. It was a 
fairly quiet period, but complaints have begun to increase with the weather warming.  We have 
continued to receive, document, investigate and resolve complaints, when possible.  
 
We attempted to follow up on several incidents, including a discovery of illegal wastewater 
disposal by a hauling company in Rifle and the releases from pits and an excavation site on the 
Roan Cliffs. 
 
I redrafted by-laws for the EAB. The new by-laws were approved by BOCC on April 7 and 
adopted by the EAB on May 1.  Wendy and I then set about bringing our record-keeping system 
up to date and establishing procedures for soliciting and selecting EAB citizen representatives.    
 
 



 
Special Reports/Studies 
• Northwest Colorado Cumulative Socioeconomic Impact Study 
The final report was presented to the AGNC Board on April 10, followed by a public release at 
the Capitol on April 11. We held a final debriefing meeting on April 15 and closed out my 
management of the project, although there have been continuing meetings on next steps.  
Garfield County department heads and elected officials should be aware of some of the trends 
that the consultants predict: gas drilling will continue at or above current rates until about 2015.  
With this level of activity, the current pressures on the housing market, municipal and county 
infrastructure such as water/wastewater and roads, schools and labor rates can be expected to 
increase.  Garfield County population is expected to grow steadily through 2035, reaching 
136,697, almost 3x the current population.  BBC used a model to estimate growth throughout the 
4 northwestern counties and they estimate that some 20% of our population growth would flow 
to unincorporated areas. This raises the question whether this area will suffer the ills of 
unmanaged sprawl, like where I came from in the east, or whether the county will develop 
policies today that will manage that growth toward a more desirable outcome.  Among other 
things, the report contains recommendations that there be efforts to engage in dialogues with our 
neighbors about the pressing issues.     
 
• Hydrogeologic Study Phase II 
SSPA continues to evaluate data and promise a draft report soon, as they have since February.  I 
am unable to find a copy of a signed contract to determine whether it contains a “time of the 
essence” clause and asked Matt to check his office for a copy, but have not received an answer.  
 
Glenwood/Kremmling RMP Update 
I attended meetings of the  
 
Water for Energy Needs Assessment by River District 
 I attended meetings of the task force guiding the development of the report and reviewed and 
commented in June. 
 
Saccamono Research of Health  
Reviewed and commented in June. 
 
USGS Water Database 
I attended meetings of the water task force and agreed to serve on a subcommittee to recommend 
specifications for the web interface for the database.  Since I developed a very similar product 
for Pennsylvania in my previous job at POWR, I hope to be able to provide useful input to this 
process. 
 
Conferences/Workshops 
Jordan attended: 
 
Special Meetings 
Community Counts 
 
Rulison 
Drafted memo to County Manager and recommended retaining a mediation firm to improve 
communications. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Strategic Planning 
I submitted a strategic and staffing plan for the Oil and Gas Department. 
 
Other Activities 
Residence reports – Total of 775 addresses for GarCo.  775 x $2,000 = $1,550,000 
Website for Industry/Community  
Budget 
 
 
 


