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GARFIELD COUNTY ENERGY ADVISORY BOARD (EAB) MEETING 
Thursday, April 7, 2011 

Minutes (Draft) 
Location: GarCo Department of Health & Human Services, Rifle, Colorado 

 
CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Jeff Simonson called the meeting to order at: 6:05 pm.   
 
EAB members introduced themselves.  EAB members in attendance: 

    
Juanita Williams (JW)   Town of Parachute 
Michael Meskin (MM)   Grass Mesa Homeowners Association  
Jeff Simonson (JS) (EAB Chair) Divide Creek 
Joyce Wizer (JWR)   Grand Valley Citizens Alliance 
Daniel Padilla (DP)   Oxy Oil & Gas Corporation 
Howard Orona (HO)   Parachute Creek 
Kelly Lyon (KL)   Town of Silt  

 Brent Buss (BB)   Rifle/North Rifle    
 Cary Baird (CB)   Chevron 
 Don Mumma (DM)   Battlement Mesa Oil/Gas Committee 
 Bob Arrington (BA)   Battlement Mesa 
  
 
MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
The Board reviewed the minutes from February 3rd meeting.  JS entertained a motion to 
approve the minutes from the last meeting with minor changes to public comments.  BA moved 
to accept the minutes KL seconded.  The board then voted unanimously to approve.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  

Linda Dixon  (the abbreviations are for board members only) stated that Michael Gross’s update 
at the last EAB meeting stated that Antero had a public meeting at Coal Ridge High School.  
Linda Dixon wanted to clarify that the moderator only took five questions.  For future meetings 
they were instructed to write questions down on a 3x5 card and submit them and Antero would 
choose which questions to answer.   
 
Linda Dixon also wanted to suggest to the industry (Williams, Encana and Noble) for Earth Day 
that the pilot car and heavy equipment operators who use the pull off for a staging area south of 
Una clean up the roadway of the debris and other trash left there by industry contractors. JS 
responded that he was sure that the industry would want to know that this area is a problem. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
CB asked JS if he had received an answer from the BOCC regarding the complaint from Marion 
Wells documented on the February 3, 2011 minutes. JS had not received any new information 
from the commissioners. JS will remind the BOCC when he meets with them again.  JS thought 
that having the meeting with the COGCC last month was very informative and helpful. 
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NEW BUSINESS  
 
CB asked who attended the COGCC meeting last month and if those that did found it to be 
worthwhile.  BB was disappointed that there was not better advertising for the meeting. He feels 
that people could gain a lot of knowledge about the Oil & Gas industry by attending these 
meetings. Thought maybe the EAB could help in this process.   
 
JS thought that the COGCC meeting was very informative.  He was a little surprised that 
inspections performed by the COGCC are generally a result of complaints and not based on a 
“constant program.” 
 
CB thought the meeting was captivating.  CB liked the public comments; she said it gave her “a 
lot of food-for-thought” personally and professionally. She thought that it was clear that the 
COGCC is under a lot of pressure to respond quickly and manage the amount of growth that is 
going on.  CB would like to see them come back and thought that the EAB should promote it. 
 
BA thought that it was important for the COGCC be out in the field where they can communicate 
with the communities that are being affected. 
 
Marion Wells commented that she has attended several of these meetings and found that their 
patterns seem to be similar.  One of her issues with the COGCC is that they speak in 
“generalities” in what they are suppose to be doing but those “generalities” have not been her 
experience.  
 
 
EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATION 
 
Oil & Gas Regulations in La Plata County 
By: Courtney Krueger, Natural Resource Planner, La Plata County and Victoria Schmitt, 
Planning Engineer.  

  
(For a copy of the Powerpoint slides, please visit the EAB website at http://www.garfield-
county.com 

 

and click in the Oil & Gas page.  Go to the EAB minutes and presentation table and 
double-click on link.)  

EAB MEMBER UPDATES 
 
City of Glenwood Springs – George Wear 
No update 
 
Town of Silt – Kelly Lyon (KL) 
Silt is doing very well.   
 
Town of Parachute – Juanita Williams (JW) 
 
The well pad being put in is having minimal impact.  JS thought the operator has done an 
excellent job of keeping the mud off the road and keeping the public informed about what they 
were doing. HO asked if they had received any complaints JW responded none that she knew 
of. 
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Grand Valley Citizens Alliance (GVCA) – Joyce Wizer (JW) 
 
JW wanted to express appreciation to the BOCC, for having Judy Jordan and Betsy Suerth act 
as facilitators for the RSN meeting that was held in Silt. She also wanted to express gratitude for 
the HIA support and sponsorship that will be coming out at the end of April. 
 
JW expressed interest in presentations on:  

1. LPG fracking 
2. Condensate tanks and how they are used. 

 
Battlement Mesa Oil & Gas Committee – Don Mumma 
 
Wanted to remind the public that the Battlement Mesa Oil and Gas Committee has a meeting 
the second Tuesday of every month at 3:30 pm at the activity center in Battlement Mesa.  This 
month the presentation will be about Separator Tanks presented by Williams Production. This 
meeting is advertised in the Grand Valley Echo, the monthly, local Battlement Mesa newspaper. 
 
Grass Mesa Homeowners Association – Michael Meskin 
No update 
 
Rifle/North Rifle – Brent Buss (BB) 
 
No update.  JS was at the City Council meeting last night where the City Council approved the 
Construction of a compost operation in West Rifle next to the wastewater facility.  BB asked JS 
when and where the City Council meetings  are held.  Jim Bell said that they are held the third 
Wednesday every month. 
 
Divide Creek – Jeff Simonson (JS) 
 
Bill Barrett and Antero continue to work in the area. 
 
Battlement Mesa – Bob Arrington (BA) 
 
No incidents to report to the board. There are citizens working on comments to submit on the 
Health Impact Assessment (HIA) 2nd draft.  There were meetings held with New York attorneys 
to discuss damages from the oil and gas operations and whether or not people had claims.  BA 
said that several people have signed on with the attorneys.   
 
Parachute/Parachute Creek – Howard Orona (HO)  
No update 
 
Chevron – Cary Baird  (CB) 
 
Chevron is continuing to work on completions. Safety is normal and routine. 
 
Antero Resources – Jon Black was absent, but submitted an update that was read by JS: 
 
“Antero continues to operate 1 drilling rig South of the Colorado River between Rifle and Silt. It 
is anticipated that late in the month of April the drilling rig will be mobilized to the Burkle A Pad: 
Electronic signs will be in use CR 331 during this period to notify and warn of such traffic.  
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Antero currently has two work over rigs operating. One work over rig on the Watson Ranch pad 
in Battlement Mesa area and the other throughout the gravel trend area between Rifle and Silt, 
south of the Colorado River. 
 
Completion operations will also be conducted in the month of April at the Dixon B pad. 
 
Antero Resources is currently in the process of reviewing the HIA document as this process is 
prudent with respect to the “Major Land Use Impact Review” process application for determining 
a complete submittal of intended operations within the Battlement Mesa PUD. 
 
Antero Resources is continuing engagement with the residents of Silt Mesa to address concerns 
following a meeting held Wednesday 23rd March. Positive discussion has promoted the 
outcome of revisiting the “Rifle Silt New Castle Community Development Plan,” with subsequent 
discussions to follow. Antero would like to thank all participants involved in this process and 
continue to look forward with additional positive meetings to address such issues. 
 
Antero Resources continues to support the community as it has done in the past with various 
donation request being received. 
  
 
Oxy USA Inc. -   Daniel Padilla (DP) 
 
Oxy is currently operating two drilling rigs north of DeBeque.  Oxy plans to continue operating its 
two rigs through the first quarter.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Linda Dixon commented that the herring nests located by the Williams pad in Parachute that 
have been there there for 20-30 years are no longer there because the trees have been cut 
down.  DM use to be with the DOW as a volunteer and said the private owner cut those trees 
down at least 2 years ago, before any operators were involved.   
 
ADJOURN 
 
• MB adjourned the meeting at 7:35 pm.   
 
MOTIONS PASSED AT THIS MEETING 
 
• No Motions  
 
Prepared by Denice Brown, Garfield County oil and gas administrative assistant 
 
Approved by the Energy Advisory Board on 
 
Date:  
Cary Baird, Secretary of the Board 
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