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Comprehensive Drilling Plan – Stated Purpose

• House Bill 1298 passed unanimously through both houses of the 
General Assembly - signed into law on May 28, 2007

• HB 1298 encouraged operators “to utilize comprehensive drilling 
plans….to provide for orderly development of oil and gas fields”

• Encourage industry to plan on a larger scale by identifying 
foreseeable oil and gas activity

• Facilitate discussion about potential impacts 

• Identify measures (COAs) to minimize adverse impacts 

• Create regulatory flexibility for operators and agencies



Comprehensive Drilling Plan - Initiation

• To initiate a CDP operators are to discuss the following 
with CDPHE, COGCC and CDOW;

Scope of the CDP, 

Schedule for its preparation, 

Information to be included, 

Any public participation opportunities, 

Whether CDP is to satisfy the Form 2A requirements. 



Comprehensive Drilling Plan - Procedures

• Voluntary

• Duration – 6 years; rule issuance likely early next year

• One per operator in specified geographic area within geologic basin

• Participants – CDPHE, CDOW Invited

• Participants – LGD (Local Governmental Designee), Surface Owner 
are Encouraged via incentives (awaiting final rule changes)

• Approved by COGCC Director

• Reviewed by “Participants”



Comprehensive Drilling Plan – Procedures con’t

• Review includes – 1) Information needs, 2) Operations/potential impacts, 3) 
Establishment of COAs/mitigation in Form 2 (APD) or Form 2A where 
required

• Consultation with CDOW and CDPHE required

• Wildlife COAs subject to consent of surface owner

• COAs provided to LGD by Director

• Modifications – review and approval limited to proposed modification 

• Posted on COGCC Website

• Confidential information protected



Comprehensive Drilling Plan – Incentives

• Form 2A approval for individual wells may not be required  - Form 
2A under CDP could apply to entire geographical area when all 
requirements are met

• Form 2A approvals for individual wells may not be required when 
Participants include Surface Owner and Local Governmental 
Designee (awaiting final rule changes)

• Expedited Form 2 APD approval – 30 days instead of current 60 day 

• Parties requesting hearing must establish that COAs in Form 2/2A 
are not protective of public health, wildlife, safety and the 
environment

• Public Comment Period – Potentially only one Form 2A public 
comment



Comprehensive Drilling Plan – Information 
Requirements

• Submitted as part of the Form 2A, may include the following;

• USGS Map showing proposed oil and gas locations including access 
roads, gathering systems and compressor stations, frac staging 
facilities

• Aerial photo showing proposed locations, same scale as topographic 
map

• Overlay Maps – to show well pads, access roads, gathering systems, 
drainages, stream crossings, existing and proposed buildings, utility 
lines, pipelines, known mines, oil/gas wells, registered water wells 
and CDOW NDIS riparian data set

• List of oil and gas facilities to be installed within the CDP area and 
timing of installation



Comprehensive Drilling Plan – Information 
Requirements con’t

• E&P Waste Management Plan

• Description of wildlife resources at each oil and gas location

• Wildlife surveys as required following consultation with CDOW

• Location of proposed reclamation reference areas to be used as 
guides for interim and final reclamation

• Any rule variances and planned variance requests known to the 
operator

• Proposed BMPs or mitigation to minimize adverse impacts for air, 
water, wildlife, noise, etc…

• List of parties that participated in CDP creation



Thoughts on the Antero Proposed 
Comprehensive Drilling Plan

• Participation encouraged by Dave Neslin - COGCC acting Director, 
and Kate Faye - CDPHE

• Geographical area for CDP is the Rifle-Silt development, about 
33,000 acres

• Antero CDP would build on the community input it received in the 
Rifle, Silt, New Castle Community Development Plan, 

• Antero would also seek additional input from Surface Owners, the 
Local Governmental Designee, CDPHE, CDOW, COGCC

• COGCC/CDPHE support the submittal of the Antero CDP because 
many of the COAs negotiated as part of the CDP will likely be the 
BMPs negotiated in the Rifle, Silt,  New Castle Community 
Development Plan



Acronyms

• CDOW – Colorado Division of Wildlife
• BMP – Best Management Practices
• CDPHE – Colorado Department of Public Health and 

Environment
• COGCC – Colorado Oil and Gas Conversation Commission
• LGD – Local Governmental Designee
• CDP – Comprehensive Drilling Plan
• NDIS – Natural Diversity Information Source
• RSNC CDP – Rifle, Silt, New Castle Community 

Development Plan
• COAs – Conditions of Approval



Examples of Existing Environmental/Community 
Programs & Best Management Practices 

• Rifle Silt New Castle Community Development Plan
• Pitless/closed loop drilling
• Clustered development
• Stormwater Management Plans 
• Noxious Weed Management Plan 
• Water Well Monitoring
• Air Quality Monitoring
• Spill Prevention Countermeasure and Control Plan
• Wildlife Surveys, Wetland/Riparian Habitat Surveys
• Seasonal Wildlife Restrictions
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