
GARFIELD COUNTY ENERGY ADVISORY BOARD (EAB) MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, August 2, 2012 

Location: Rifle Library, Rifle, Colorado 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTION 
 
Brent Buss called meeting to order at: 6:00 pm. Brent Buss welcomed Tom Jankovsky, Garfield 
County Commissioner to the meeting. 
 
EAB members introduced themselves.  EAB members in attendance: 

  
Bob Arrington (BA)   Battlement Mesa 
Jeff Kirtland (JK)   WPX Energy 
Scott Brynildson (SB)   Mamm Creek/Hunter Mesa 
Kirby Wynn (KW)   Garfield County 

          Sean Norris (SN)   Oxy    
Brent Buss (BB) Chair  North Rifle  

 Cary Baird (CB)   Chevron 
Don Mumma (DM)   Battlement Mesa O&G Committee 
Michael Meskin (MM)   Grass Mesa HOA 
Heather Hoffmeister (HH)  Rulison/Holmes Mesa 
Jeff Simonson (JS)   Divide Creek  
Sandy Kent (SK)   Encana 
Kelly Lyon (KL)   Town of Silt 
Leslie Robinson (LR)   Grand Valley Citizens Alliance 
Doug Dennison (DD)    Bill Barrett Corp. 
Art Scibelli (AS)   Colorado Mountain College 
Mike Gross (MG)   Peach Valley/Silt Mesa 

 
MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
 

• The board reviewed the minutes from June 7, 2012 meeting.  Brent Buss entertained a 
motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting. Jeff Simonson moved to accept the 
minutes and Cary Baird 2nd the motion, the board then voted unanimously to approve. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 

 
• KW reported that the BOCC approved the resolution to alter the bylaws to add Colorado 

Mountain College as a member of the Energy Advisory Board. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

• No new business. 
 
COMMUNITY COUNTS UPDATE (Nita Smith) 

 
1.  Community Counts making great strides in becoming active and structured again. 
 
2.  Website is being enhanced with capability for people to make comments and receive 
responses.  This will help tracking of issues that are reported.  Operators will also be supplying 
monthly updates for the website. 



 
3.  Brochure has been re-worked and printing will be complete on Monday, Aug. 6th . 
 
4.  Two inserts for our CC packet have been re-worked and printing will be complete on 
Monday, Aug 6th: What Is Community Counts/Who Is Involved in CC/What CC Provides and 
The Neighbor Pledge/Good Neighbor Initiatives 
 
5.  Response line is working – checked out on 7/30/12 – Encourage community to use it – 
Working on way to track and receive feedback on calls thru CC Response Line 
 
6.  E-mail database complete, but continually being tweaked and added to. 
 
7.  New Membership report - SGM-Inc, Williams Midstream, BM Development Company; 
commitment from Big H Waterhaulers – Membership drive continuing 
 
8.  Complaint Report –  

• 6/20 – Complaint received regarding heavy dust on High Mesa.  Operator was 
contacted and stated that they were in the process of putting down mag chloride 

• 6/28 – Complaint regarding a water truck that nearly ran a stop sign at Airport 
Road and West Mamm Creek; Contractor was contacted and issue handled. 

• 7/11 – Complaint regarding lights from fracing were blinding drivers on Mesa 
County Road 330; Operator handled complaint that day by tweaking lights and 
then had Sheriff’s Department check it out and they reported they were well 
within regulation code 

• 7/12 – Complaint came into Oil and Gas Liason Office and was reported to CC 
regarding a water truck driving on 309 road; Operator was alerted and issue was 
addressed with Contractor 
 

9.  Rig Moves – WPX – 2 rig moves (One was moved; One was released; Encana – 3 rig moves 
(2 released; 1 moved); Oxy – 2 rigs released; Antero – 1 rig released; BBC – 1 rig released 
 
10.  Rig count – Encana has 5 rigs, WPX – 5 rigs, Bill Barrett – 1 rig, Axia Energy – 1 rig in 
Moffatt County 
 
11.  CC NEXT BOARD MEETING - WEDNESDAY, AUG. 8TH – 3:30 – 5:00 – TOWN OF 
PARACHUTE 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

• Tara Meixsell from New Castle  
 
She introduced herself to the Board.  Her group toured a residence on Porcupine Creek 
for about two hours.  There were odors while at the site. She and her group felt ill during 
the tour. They also thought the area was unsafe due to the pipelines crossing the 
property. She stated that she realizes that the operators are making “great strides” to 
improve drilling operations, but the air quality was still poor.   
 

• Marion Wells -  Rulison 
 
She is worried about the noise coming back since WPX is about to move a drilling rig to 
operate near her property.  She gave a presentation of noise level she experiences in 
her home.  A normal sound level when nothing is going on is 44 decibel her average is 
70 to 84 decibels during drilling near her house. 



 
Leslie Robinson asked who the operator is in that area? WPX, Duggan Pad 
 
Brent Buss asked WPX, Jeff Kirtland, about the noise issues that Marion is experiencing. 
He responded that they are aware of the issues and are monitoring sound levels closely 
and complying with COGCC regulations. 
 

• Thomas Thompson (TT) – Porcupine Creek 
 
TT gave a status report about his ongoing issues with Encana.  Tara Meixsell toured his 
property up Porcupine Creek with a film crew for a documentary.   
 
He asked the County Commissioners: 
 
1. What are they doing for the residents of Garfield County?; and  
2. Why have they not protected the residents the industry operations? 

 
• Rick Roles – Hunter Mesa 

 
He expressed his ongoing health issues and frustration with industry dating back to 
2005. 

 
• Karen Meskin – Grass Mesa 

   
Karen wanted to know where the EAB stands with the Public Health Assessment. 
 
Kirby Wynn said that the Battlement Mesa Health Impact Assessment study was 
deemed complete out after the 2nd draft review phase, and is in final form on the Garfield 
County Website for the public to view. There is also the follow-on Environmental Health 
and Monitoring Study design report, also available on the county website. Paul Reaser, 
Garfield County Environmental Health manager is expanding the air monitoring to 
include Carbondale area.  It is a work in progress. 
 
Bob Arrington stated that there was another study from the Colorado School of public 
health has also published a report independent of the County. 
 

• Richard Votero – El Jebel 
 
Expressed his concern regarding the environmental impacts of the O&G industry is 
having in Garfield County. 
 
 

EAB MEMBER UPDATES 
 
Municipalites: 
 
Town of Silt – Kelly Lyon (KL) 
 

• New library, New Dollar General Store. The Board for Silt Mesa is getting closer to 
installing a hydro-electric plants at Harvey Gap and Rifle Gap. 
  

Town of Parachute – Juanita Williams (JW) 
 



• The West Interchange along with the Encana Building are both on schedule.  The 
Encana Building has created interest for other lots available for sale. 

 
 
Town of New Castle – Jeff Simonson (JS) filling in for Art Riddle 
 

• Construction of Pedestrian Bridge that will cross I-70 (105 exit) will take place in 2013. The 
Town is currently designing a round-a-bout on the north side of the highway to be built in 
2014. The Town has applied for a grant and is looking for additional funding from the County 
and operators. 

 
KW clarified that the funding will be coming from the Federal Mineral Lease District is 
separate from the county.  The next grant application cycle will be August 16 through – 
September 10, 2012.  

 
City of Rifle – called KW 

 
• No Update 

 
School Districts 
 
Colorado Mountain College – Art Scibelli 
 

• CMC is happy to serve on the EAB Board; 
• CMC has a new Integrated Energy Program that teach course work in fossil fuel, solar 

energy and bio fuel energy; 
• They are part of a statewide coalition that has received grants from State Department of 

Labor and/or Education to expand their energy program. 
• Their focus is on environmental safety for citizens and new technologies 

 
Organizations: 
 
Battlement Mesa – Bob Arrington (BA)  
 

• The Battlement Mesa Fire Department held a meeting to inform the residents of 
evacuation plans in case of wildfires.  Battlement Concerned Citizens thought some of 
the plans were inadequate and will be holding meetings to discuss and make 
suggestions for changes in the current evacuation plans. 

 
Battlement Mesa O&G Committee –Don Mumma (DM)  
  

• Nothing to report 
 

 
GVCA –Leslie Robinson 
 

• The GVCA has a new website:  www.grandvalleycitizensalliance.org 
• They also have a facebook page (Grand Valley Citizens Alliance).  You can follow the 

discussion/debate in the media over the COGCC having the only say to regulations in 
the state.  

 
 
 

http://www.grandvalleycitizensalliance.org/


Citizen Representatives: 
 
Grass Mesa – Michael Meskin (MM) 
 

• Mike Meskin reported that the HOA has sought legal counsel regarding funding for the 
HOA road upkeep on Grass Mesa.   

 
Rulison/Holmes Mesa - Heather Hoffmeister (HH) 
 

• She is planning on trying to help Marion Wells with her issue that she is having.  
Otherwise it has been pretty quiet. 

 
 
Divide Creek – Jeff Simonson (JS) 
 

• He is aware of one Bill Barrett rig running; 
• He is looking forward to the road improvements on C. R. 331. 

 
Peach Valley/Silt Mesa - Mike Gross (MG) 
 

• Nothing to report. 
 

 
Rifle/North Rifle – Brent Buss (BB) 
 

• Nothing to report. 
 
 
Mamm Creek/Hunter Mesa – Scott Brynildson (SB) 
 

• SB read a letter dated June 14, 2012 addressed to the Garfield County Commissioners 
and that was also provided at a recent pipeline permit application hearing.  He generally 
wanted to take the pulse of EAB regarding the content of the letter. 
   
The topic related to a preference for greater coordination among operators when 
locating new pipeline right-of-ways. The EAB approved a motion to create a sub-
committee to evaluate the topic.  

    
Operators 
 

Oxy USA Inc. -   Sean Norris (SN) 
 

• Same as last month. 
 
Chevron – Cary Baird (CB) 
 

• No changes since last month. 
• Water Center at CMU is partnering with the BLM and operators or individuals are 

gathering grants to buy seeds to re-vegetate Pine Ridge after the wildfire west of  
De Beque.  This will prevent run-off damage in the future. 
 

 



WPX Energy – Jeff Kirtland (JK) 
 

• WPX has 5 drilling rigs.  The rig on the Duggan pad will be moving off in the next couple 
of days.  

• Seismic work has been completed.   A master drilling plan is being prepared for that 
area. 

 
Encana – Sandy Kent (SK) 
 

• 5 rigs are drilling in the Piceance for Encana, throughout our North and South Piceance 
areas of operations.  Will be moving into our new building the 3rd week in October. 

 
 
Bill Barrett Corp – Doug Dennison (DD) emailed 
 

• BBC has released 1 rig and will release the 2nd one in the next couple of weeks.  One 
completion crew will continue working on production operations for the foreseeable 
future.   

• Will continue to evaluate our future level of activity based on natural gas prices and other 
economic factors. 

 
Garfield County – Kirby Wynn (KW) 
 
Kirby Wynn gave a Power Point presentation updating the following information: 
 

• Citizen Inquiries and concerns provided to GarCo O&G office and resolution status, and 
• Summary of COGCC approved permits & new well starts for Garfield County. 

 
EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATION  
 

• Fact vs. Fiction of Technical Aspects of Hydraulic Fracturing presentation by Dr. Jennifer 
Miskimins, Associate Professor and Director of Fracturing, Acidizing, Stimulation 
Technology Consortium at Colorado School of Mines. 

ADJOURN  

• BB adjourned the meeting at 9:25 pm.   
 
MOTIONS PASSED AT THIS MEETING 
 

• A motion was passed at this meeting to approve last month’s minutes; 
• A motion was passed to create a sub-committee to consider a suggested statement of 

encouragement for greater coordination and sharing among operators when locating 
new pipeline right-of-ways. 

 
NEW ACTION ITEMS: 
 

• None 
 
Prepared by Denice Brown, Garfield County Oil and Gas Assistant 
 
Approved by the Energy Advisory Board on 9-6-2012. 
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