
Page 1 of 6 

GARFIELD COUNTY ENERGY ADVISORY BOARD (EAB) MEETING 
Thursday, October 6, 2011 

Minutes (Final) 
Location: Sheriff’s Annex, Rifle, Colorado 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS 
 
 
Jeff Simonson called the meeting to order at: 6:05 pm.  Jeff Simonson recognized county 
commissioners, Tom Jankovsky; John Martin.  Also in attendance from Garfield County, Fred 
Jarman, Building & Planning Director; Andrew Gorgey, Carey Gagnon from the Attorneys Office 
and Jim Rada with Environmental Health. 
 
EAB members introduced themselves.  EAB members in attendance: 

 
Michael Meskin (MM)   Grass Mesa HOA 
Leslie Robinson (LR)   Grand Valley Citizens Alliance (GVCA)  
Susan Avillar (SA)   Williams Production 
Scott Bryndleson (SB)  Mamm Creek/Hunter Mesa 
Jeff Simonson (JS) (EAB Chair) Divide Creek 
Kirby Wynn (KW)   Garfield County 
Heather Hoffmeister (HH)  Rulison/Holmes Mesa 
Kelly Lyon (KL)   Town of Silt  

          Art Riddle (AR)   Town of New Castle 
Howard Orona  (HO)   Parachute/Parachute Creek    
Brent Buss (BB)   North Rifle  
Cary Baird (CB)   Chevron  

 Eric Ward (EW)   Marathon Oil  
Sher Long (SL)   Encana 

 Bob Arrington (BA)   Battlement Mesa 
 Doug Dennison (DD)   Bill Barrett Corp. 
 Mike Gross (MG)   Peach Valley/Silt Mesa/Silt 
 Jon Black (JB)    Antero Resources 
 Don Mumma (DM)   Battlement Mesa O&G Committee 
 
MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
The Board reviewed the minutes from September 1st meeting.  Jeff Simonson entertained a 
motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting.  Doug Dennison moved to accept the 
minutes; Cary Baird seconded.  The board then voted unanimously to approve.  
 
Don Mumma requested corrections to minutes that BA reported.  Denice Brown stated that he 
would have to correct the information in the current minutes during his member update.  
 
COMMUNITY COUNTS UPDATE 
SL shared that Community Counts main effort this month is getting the “public watch” 
announcement on the radio and T.V. Spots.  Currently signs are going up across Garfield 
County.  Many more signs will be posted. CC is updating their complaint database and should 
be ready to report at the next EAB meeting.  SA and SL passed out CC fans with the CC name 
and number to the EAB members and audience. 
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HH asked SL for an update on why Marion Wells had not received a phone call back from CC.  
SL stated that they record all their calls and at this time there was no documented call.  SA said 
there had been some glitches previously that are now resolved and encourages everyone if they 
do not receive a follow up call then they should call CC back.  They have been receiving and 
logging calls with no issues since the last EAB meeting.  SA believes that MW called when they 
were going through a “transition phase in addition to encouraging use of the CC call line.  JS 
asked what issues Community Counts is dealing with?  SA said mostly traffic related issues.  JS 
said that he appreciated the announcements from CC and GarCO and thinks that email blasts 
are very effective for communication. SL reminded the other operators if they have anything that 
is going to impact traffic to submit their announcements to Mary Lou. 
 
HH inquired about a spill around Rulison.  HH asked that an email be sent when issues happen 
with O&G operations.  SA stated that spill incidents have State oversight and required 
investigation from the COGCC.  SA suggested an educational presentation on the “Process of 
Reporting Spills” from the COGCC and/or other agencies. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  

Marion Wells: 
 

1. Stated she would like operators to notify their drivers that 309 is longer the haul route 
because 320 was back in service; She stated that she believes that this is a safety and a 
noise issue.  
 
KW will follow up with R&B about additional signage. 

 
2. Having odors either from a well pad that was making her renter nauseous;  

 
KW asked if she had called CC.  MW stated that the odor has been consistent for the 
last 2.5 weeks.  SA gave MW her cell phone number.  SA stated that Williams will send 
a representative out.  They have equipment that they can use to test the sites for 
emissions. 
 
 

3. Will any of the operators be involved with the Mule Deer Study? 
 
Several operators support financially through the wildlife mitigation plans.  LR requested 
the DOW give a presentation in the future regarding the Mule Deer Study.  LR would like 
to know if there is a direct correlation between O&G and the impact on Mule Deer.  
Commissioner John Martin stated that there is a Study being done by the energy 
companies, DOW, land owners on the reclaimed areas of the pipelines that are in the 
grazing and pasture areas impacted.  A two hour presentation was given in Battlement 
Mesa.  The current study was completed in Delta County.  John Martin is hoping that the 
study expands to Garfield County area. 
 
 

4. If there is a “rotten egg” smell 24/7 would that indicate H2S gas is present and at what 
ppm is it harmful?  

 
This question was answered during the H2S presentation. 
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Linda Dixon: 
 
Read in the newspaper that Dolphin Energy is delinquent on taxes and has a pattern of 
violations in the Rifle Creek area.  . Stuart Ellsworth of the COGCC stated that when a company 
has not fulfilled their obligations and are “delinquent on the Stewardship” creating a “pattern of 
Violation” the Company and its officers must appear before the COGCC if the Company and its 
officers do not comply additional permits and new permits will be denied to both Company and 
Officers in the future. (i.e. cannot doing business under another name).  LD asked if they do not 
comply who is in charge of the remediation.  Stuart answered that COGCC would claim their 
bond and take care of any issues. Stuart reassured LD that the COGCC has a strong inspection 
program to take care of this type of problem.  JS agreed that the BLM has an inspection 
program too. 
  
Thomas Thompson: 
 
An issue on his land regarding a culvert crossing a creek on a lease road was brought to the 
EAB board. The culvert apparently blocked with debris during heavy spring runoff, which backed 
up the stream and caused rock and mud debris to deposit on his land. As TT was describing the 
situation and how he wanted it resolved, JS indicated this is not an issue that can be addressed 
by the EAB. Other audience members expressed concern that TT’s situation should be heard 
and to inform others of similar issues that might occur on their property.  TT resumed and 
completed his description of the issue regarding flood debris on his land.  EAB determined the 
issue is not one for EAB action given it is a private issue and it is actively being dealt with by 
COGCC, the operator, and TT. 
 
 
EAB MEMBER UPDATES 
 
Town of New Castle – (AR) 
 
Nothing new to report. 
 
Town of Silt – Kelly Lyon (KL) 
  
Nothing new to report. 
 
Town of Parachute – Juanita Williams - update by email. 
 
Parachute is still planning on beginning the West interchange in the fall of 2012. We have 
annexed some more land up C.R. 215. This approximately 25 acre property will be leased to the 
Grand Valley Parks for a new rodeo grounds. Not a lot else going on! 
 
Battlement Mesa O&G Committee 
 
Don Mumma requested corrections to minutes that BA reported.  There had only been one 
meeting that did not take place. The other meeting was an educational tour. 
 
Grand Valley Citizens Alliance (GVCA) – Leslie Robinson (JW) 
 
GVCA and the Battlement Concerned Citizens Alliance participated in the EPA hearings in 
Denver. 
 



Page 4 of 6 

Grass Mesa HOA – Mike Meskin (MM) 
 
HOA had questions about vapors coming from the produced water trucks.  Encana set up a 
meeting with the Grass Mesa residents and the water truck drivers at a pad on Grass Mesa to 
answer any questions.  
 
Rifle/North Rifle – Brent Buss 
 
Spoke with Thomas Thompson by phone and wants to make sure that Thomas has the 
appropriate contacts to help resolve his issue. 
 
Battlement Mesa – Bob Arrington (BA) 
 
Williams did a good job notifying the community about the rig move.  BA had no complaints from 
any Battlement Mesa residents. 
 
BA is still observing a lot of dust coming from the frac crews (Halliburton) and workers without 
respirators walking around in the dust from the operations.  
 
Rulison/Holmes Mesa - Heather Hoffmeister (HH)  
 
There is one well in Rulison running, she believes that it is the Ferris Pad. Everything seems to 
being going alright. 
   
Mamm Creek/Hunter Mesa – Scott Brynildson 
 
Nothing to report in his area but is concerned that hunters are having a hard time accessing 
property on Porcupine Creek.   
 
SB stated that the EAB meeting is the only arena where issues can are heard and operators 
can respond without taking the issue to court.  He feels that the issues should be brought out at 
the meeting even if the operator cannot respond to them.  
 
Divide Creek – Jeff Simonson (JS) 
 
Nothing new to report. 
 
Parachute/Parachute Creek – Howard Orona (HO) 
 
Nothing new to report. 
 
Chevron – Cary Baird (CB) 
 
CB reports that Chevron has had no safety or environmental incidents since the last meeting.  
No rigs are running at this time.  They are currently working on infrastructure completion. 
 
Williams Production – Susan Avillar 
 
SA reported that they just moved a rig up Parachute Creek.   
 
Responding to BA comment about the dust plumes SA stated that with any frac job you will 
have fugitive sands.  Sean Kellerby (COGCC) was on site monitoring the “fugitive sands” and 
deemed them acceptable. They have frac’ed 20 days straight trying to get the project finished. 
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Wells should be put in production in another week and reclamation should start in about a 
month. The project started in January and will be finished by November Susan considers this a 
“success story”. 
 
SA stated Williams will be split into two, Williams and WPX Energy.  With the stock market like it 
is she is not sure exactly how but the company will split in the near future.  BB asked SA about 
Williams splitting.  SA said that WPX would be handling drillers and production.  The gas plants, 
pipelines and field compressors will stay with Willliams Production. 
 
Running 11 Rigs through 2012 (two north Parachute, two in Wheeler Gulch, one north of I-70 
between Parachute and Rifle, including the T & T pad, and five south of I-70).    
 
H&P had a rig on top of “Trailridge” and in record time of 5 ¾ days drilled wells 10,000 feet 
deep.  SA did not think that these rigs had the strength to drill these wells.  They actually went 
up and set records that Williams is very proud of.  
 
Oxy USA Inc. -   Sean Norris (SN) -emailed 
 
Oxy continues to operate 2 rigs in the Cascade Creek area and expects to continue that pace 
through the winter. 
  
We're awaiting some new signs for Community Counts to put up near our operations in Garfield 
and Mesa Counties.  
  
Bill Barrett Corporation – Doug Dennison (DD) 
 
BBC currently has two rigs operating south of Silt.  Most  activity is concentrated in Divide Creek 
area.  One completion rig working.  BBC had received some complaints that were resolved 
quickly.  A traffic complaint on Chipperfield was called in, within four hours the driver was found 
and no longer works for BBC.  DD stated that if you call the operators directly or Community 
Counts, and if there is good information, they can deal with the issue pretty quickly. 
 
Encana – Sher Long (SL) 
 
Encana has nine rigs running (three north of parachute, and six south of I-70). Encana has three 
dual fuel Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) rigs running.  This rig count should stay the same for 
2012.  Encana has just started a pipeline bore underneath the Colorado River at the UNA 
Bridge. SL will have more information next month. 
 
Antero Resources – Jon Black  
 
Antero Resources continues to operate one drilling rig south of the Colorado River between 
Rifle and Silt, through 2011.  Two work-over rigs are currently in use supporting the completions 
operations also in the same area. Frac’ing operations will be taking place October 12th at  North 
Bank area south of Hwy 6.   
 
Antero donated $20,000 worth of equipment excess equipment to CMC for their process control 
classes.   
 
JB stated that Antero is involved in the Mule Deer Study. 
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Marathon – Eric Ward 
 
Marathon operations are up County Road 215, Garden Gulch on the Roan Plateau, 8500 feet.  
Currently there are 77 producing wells. No drilling or completion operations going on. 
 
Garfield County – Kirby Wynn 
 
KW reported that he is meeting staff from various County departments to learn the information 
needs of each department.  He is also meeting with operators and residents starting the process 
of learning about issues and how he can be of help. 
 
The County is currently working on revising the Land Use Code. Energy operators have been 
actively assisting the process to help streamline and better represent industry activities and 
facilities. This process should be completed and approved January 2012. 
 

 
EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATION 
 
Stuart Ellsworth with COGCC  
 

• H2S – COGCC Presentation 
   
(For a copy of the Powerpoint slides, please visit the EAB website at http://www.garfield-
county.com/oil-gas/energy-advisory-board.aspx

 

.  Scroll down to EAB minutes and presentation 
table and double-click on link for this presentation.)  

 
ADJOURN 
 
• JS adjourned the meeting at 8:40 pm.   
 
MOTIONS PASSED AT THIS MEETING 
 
• A motion was passed as this meeting to approve last month minutes. 
 
Prepared by Denice Brown, Garfield County Oil and Gas Administrative Assistant 
 
Approved by the Energy Advisory Board on 
 
Date: 11-4-11 
Cary Baird, Secretary of the Board 
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