
MEMORANDUM 
 

 
TO:  BOCC 
FROM: Judy Jordan 
RE:  O&G 2nd Quarter Report: April – June 2009 
DATE:  July 6, 2009 
CC:  Ed Green, Department Heads, Elected Officials 
 
 
Complaints 
The following chart shows the complaints received by the O&G Department in each month of this 
reporting period. 

GarCo O&G Complaint Report
April – June, 2009
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Total # of Complaints 
For 2nd quarter = 8  

• Odor = 2
• Mud on Roads = 2
• Truck Traffic = 1
• Smoke Plume = 1
• Haul Route Violation = 1
• Well pad location = 1

 
Drilling Activities 
The following charts depict the drilling activities over the reporting period. 
 

COGCC Approved APD’s 
April – June 2009
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APD’s reviewed by GarCo O&G 
April – June, 2009
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2009 Drilling Rigs running in 
Colorado and GarCo as of 6/8/09
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Activity Level 
 
According to the June 26 issue of the “Oil and Gas Journal,” the US has added drilling rigs to its active 
inventory for the first time in 8 months.  Baker-Hughes has reported that 18 rotary rigs were added this 
week, but the count is about 1000 lower than in June of 2008.   The increases were all of oil rigs, while 
gas drilling decreased.  Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico and Pennsylvania added rigs, while the number of 
rigs drilling in Wyoming, California, Louisiana and Colorado dropped. The price of gas at Henry Hub 
dropped this week to $3.19/MMBTU.  The number of drilling permit applications received by Garfield 
County decreased between April and June, and the majority of permit applications that we did receive 
were submitted by Noble Energy. 
 
Special Reports/Studies 
• The draft RFP for The Mamm Creek Hydrogeologic Report, Phase III has been reviewed internally. It 

will be finalized after the COGCC meeting this month so that we can add any additional investigation 
that may be suggested by COGCC or industry. After the scope is finalized we will work with 
Purchasing to advertise a formal RFP.    

 
Conferences/Workshops 
Jordan attended: 
• CDPHE Odor School; was certified. 
• Growing Cooler Workshop. 
• SEO meeting on new rules developed after Vance case 

o You are probably aware that the Colorado Supreme Court ruled in Vance, et al. v. Wolfe 
that coal bed methane (CBM) wells that produce tributary groundwater require well 
permits. HB 1303 authorizes the SEO to issue rules governing the determination of 
whether groundwater is nontributary and therefore not required to be permitted. The State 
Engineer’s Office (SEO) held a meeting on June 25 to explain their process for developing 
regulations that will govern their administration of users’ demonstration that their water is 
nontributary.  They’ll appoint a special advisory group that will help them draft rules this 
summer.  The rules must be adopted by January 1, 2010.    

 
Staffing 
Nikki Reckles has joined us as Oil and Gas Representative starting July 1, 2009. 
 
Site Visits 
Oxy took Steve Anthony and me on a tour of their Conn Creek area.  Dick Prather gave me a tour of his 
property in the Conn Creek area and pointed out monitoring wells and sites where sampling has shown 
hydrocarbon contamination to persist. Mr. Prather expressed frustration with the progress of COGCC’s 
enforcement and investigation activities.  I indicated that the County could consider raising his concerns 
with COGCC but would need some additional details.  We are standing by for more information in case 
Mr. Prather would like assistance. 
 
Pit Liners 
COGCC and CDPHE have convened conference calls with western counties to discuss the disposal of oil 
and oil and gas pit liners. Under the new COGCC Rules, the liners will have to be removed and either 
disposed of at a landfill or disposed of on the generator’s property with County permission.  The liners 
have been brought to the landfill in one piece that typically is wadded and takes up a lot of space. In 
addition, the liners often smell strongly of hydrocarbons and have large quantities of mud and sludge 
attached to them.  Because the liners could contain contaminants that are regulated, our landfill managers 



are finishing a waste management plan that will address their sampling and disposal.  Todd Urban and I 
sampled some liner and sludge materials to provide data on the contents of the liners and sludges and are 
awaiting results from the lab.   
 
Comprehensive Drilling Plans 
We continue to work with Encana, Chevron and Antero on the development of their comprehensive 
drilling plans.  
 
Legislation 
Colorado US Representative DeGette has introduced a bill that would amend the Safe Drinking Water Act 
(SDWA) to include gas production wells under the realm of underground injection control.  The SDWA 
directs US EPA to regulate underground injection control (UIC) wells, which are used to dispose of 
hazardous, municipal, and oil and gas brine wastes.  Congress removed gas production wells from the 
definition of a UIC under the SDWA when they passed the Energy Policy Act in 2005. Representative 
DeGette’s bill would undo the exemption.  The primary matter at stake is whether the components of 
fluids used to fracture gas-bearing formations would be revealed.  The bill would require disclosure of the 
ingredients of frac fluids without exposing the exact formula for the fluids except in cases of emergency, 
presumably such as the case of the nurse treating the exposed worker in Durango.  Carbondale and 
Glenwood Springs have passed resolutions supporting the bill. A separate presentation on this bill will be 
given at the July 6, 2009 BOCC meeting.  
 
Incidents   
Two incidents of fuel spills on drilling pads have been reported to O&G and one was referred to COGCC. 
They in turn reported the spill to CDPHE who responded that they do not have jurisdiction over fuel spills 
under 20 gallons. COGCC then cited the solid waste regulations to CDPHE describing why they and not 
COGCC have jurisdiction. It appears that neither agency takes the lead on following up to make sure that 
spills under 20 gallons are reported and properly remediated.  However, with the high density of well pads 
in Garfield County, the likelihood of contaminated water resulting from cumulative spills is very high.  
Numerous small spills are more troublesome than rare large spills because as small spills go unnoticed, 
the resulting contamination investigation is less likely to identify a responsible party that would have to 
compensate affected water users for a replacement supply, and for remediating groundwater and surface 
water contamination.  I recommend that the County consider pursuing rules that require reporting of even 
small spills and that authorize the County to compel investigation and remediation.  
 


