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B d f  C t  Board of  County 
Commissioners

May 14, 2012

Garfield County has 
18 Active Drilling Rigs…

May  2012
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19 Horizontal Wells in GarCo

3500
Approved Drilling Permits in Garfield County

COGCC Drilling Permit 
Annual Totals in Garfield County

796

1508
1844

2550
2888

1981 2037

1135

395
1000
1500
2000
2500
3000

395

0
500



5/14/2012

3

2012 Approved Drilling Permits by County
As of  April 9, 2012
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Energy Advisory Board

• Staff  support to board

• Plan educational presentationsp
• Hydrogen Sulfide occurrence and management

• Economic effects of  oil and gas industry

• Status of  oils shale research and development

• Oil and gas spills reporting and  management

• Geology of  the Piceance Basin

• Residents guide to hydraulic fracturing chemical 

disclosure rule
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Energy Advisory Board

• Public comments summary
• Generally 1-3 comments from public per meeting

• Generally civil proceedings among public and board • Generally civil proceedings among public and board 

members, per the positive and proactive EAB mission

• One guidance request from EAB:

• “How and if  EAB should handle topics brought to EAB 

that are already in litigation?”  The concern is that  when 

there is a legal process underway  an operator is unable to there is a legal process underway, an operator is unable to 

respond to what amounts to a one-sided ‘attack’ on their 

character rather than the two-way dialog and issue 

resolution that EAB is designed to facilitate.

Energy Advisory Board

• Membership expansion request

• During May meeting, it was proposed to 

add a representative from Colorado 

Mountain College

• Art Scibelli, with the Integrated Energy 

Program is interested and available to serve 

on EAB
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Oil and Gas Liaison Outreach

• Encana Energy Expo: hosted an 
information booth

• Northwest Oil and Gas Forum

• Community Counts

• Rig tour for Carbondale trustees

Miscellaneous presentations as • Miscellaneous presentations as 
requested (Routt County Realtors)

Oil and Gas Liaison Outreach

• Citizen Advocacy and other groups

B ttl t C d Citi• Battlement Concerned Citizens

• BM Oil and Gas Committee

• Middle Colorado River Watershed Partnership

• Colorado Watershed Assemblyy

• Garfield County Air Quality Planning

• Piceance Basin Water Quality Partnership
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Special Studies

• Hydrogeology Phase III

• Project is ongoing (Geotrans Tetratech, lead consultant)

• Project review and planning with assistance of  

independent consultant (Science Based Solutions LLC)

• Water levels and well maintenance in 2012

• Two rounds of  water quality samples planned this summer 

and falland fall

• Final data and interpretive report  planned for release in 

December 2012

Special Studies

• USGS Piceance Basin Water Quality Partnership

• Leading steering committee to design and implement Leading steering committee to design and implement 

Phase II surface and water quality monitoring program

• Also helping plan updates to publically-accessible 

common data repository

• Provided  technical reviews for draft USGS surface and 

ground water reports
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Department of  Local Affairs 
Residency Reports

• Verify and correct Oil and gas employee residency data to ensure  

those living in unincorporated Garfield County are identified 

correctly

• Significant undertaking that provides greater and more accurate 

severance tax funds distribution to Garfield County

• Review process is underway and Denice Brown is on track to wrap 

up by the June 4 deadlineup by the June 4 deadline.

• We are working with the Assessors office and Mesa County to 

develop more efficient data review and processing methods for 2013. 

September-November 2011, 
Summary by topic

Resident calls to GarCo O&G Office 

Summary by topic

 2 Odor
 1 Noise
 1 Erosion
 1 Haul Route

 16 Information requests
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December-February 2012,
Summary by topic

Resident calls to GarCo O&G Office 

y y p

 5 Odor
 1 Noise
 1 Visual/Lights
 7 Haul Route
 3 Miscellaneous/other

 34 Information requests

March-April 2012, 
Summary by topic

Resident calls to GarCo O&G Office 

Summary by topic

 7 Odor
 3 Noise
 3 Haul Route

 22 Information requests 22 Information requests
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2004 West Divide Creek Seep Update 

• Refer to O&G BOCC packet #1 pages 6-10, 

for technical detailsfor technical details

• Utilized Science Based Solutions LLC  to assist 

review of  the most current data and study results from 

Industry, COGCC, and other consultants.

Prepared a draft timeline of  significant events and • Prepared a draft timeline of  significant events and 

actions by GarCo and others associated with the 2004 

West Divide Seep. (O&G Packet #2)

2004 West Divide Creek Seep Update 

• Refer to O&G BOCC packet #1 pages 6-10, for technical details

• Summary: The creek and most  ground water y g

sites are now within compliance of  water quality 

standards. 

• Data show benzene concentrations  for other 

sites are declining and on a trajectory to be within sites are declining and on a trajectory to be within 

compliance using current remediation methods.
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2004 West Divide Creek Seep Update 

• Benzene concentrations in monitoring wells 2004-2011

2004 West Divide Creek Seep Update 

• Methane concentrations in monitoring wells 2004-2011
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2004 West Divide Creek Seep Update 

• Refer to O&G BOCC packet #1 pages 6-10, for technical 

details

• Reviewed data associated with reported “2008 seep”. 

• Based on significant data collected by COGCC, Encana 

and others, there was no observable change in surface or 

ground water quality, or gas seep characteristics.  

• Adequate data were available to determine there is no 

scientific basis for which to recommend additional monitoring 

wells in the area of  the reported 2008 seep. 

2004 West Divide Creek Seep Update 
• COGCC response to reported 2008 seep.



5/14/2012

13

2004 West Divide Creek Seep Update 
• COGCC response to reported 2008 seep.

2004 WDC 
Seep Update: 

Benzene 
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2004 West Divide Creek Seep Update 
• 2010 Soil Gas Survey in area of  reported 2008 seep.

West Slope CNG Collaborative 
• April 13, 2012, CNG for transportation—Regional activities and 

looking ahead

• 50-60 representatives from western Colorado communities, 

natural gas industry, private sector businesses, local 

governments, National Renewable Energy Laboratory and CNG 

businesses : Wynn, Rada, Fiscus, Hutchison from GarCo

• Presentations and discussions on vehicle and fleet 

efficiencies, regional planning for CNG including partnerships , g p g g p p

for fueling stations, vehicle conversion/financing.

• Early summer workshop: Develop infrastructure priorities 

and creative options to make it happen.
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