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HYDRAULIC FRACTURING: DEFINITION 

 The use of fluids to create a crack by hydraulic 

pressure 

 The continued injection of fluids into the created 

crack fracture to make it grow larger 

 The placement of small granular solids into the 

crack to ensure the crack remains open after the 

hydraulic pressure is no longer applied 

 



WHY HYDRAULICALLY FRACTURE A WELL? 

 Increase the Rate at which the well is 

capable of producing oil or gas 

Most unconventional formations 

Require hydraulic fracturing to be 

economic  



BACKGROUND FOR DISCLOSURE RULE 

 Nearly every well in Colorado is hydraulically 

fractured (HF) 

 COGCC regulates HF 

 Public concern with fluids used in process  

 National trend is public disclosure   

 Summer 2011: Governor Hickenlooper 

announced support of state disclosure rule 

 

 



CHEMICAL DISCLOSURE RULE PROCESS  

 COGCC Stakeholder Meetings 

 Parties to Rulemaking:  

 Industry 

 Environmental Community 

 Local Government Interests/Water Utilities 

 Dec. 5, 2011 Hearing 

 Dec. 13, 2011 Compromise and Final Rule 

Adoption 



CHEMICAL DISCLOSURE RULE PROCESS  

 Was a consensus rulemaking 

 ***In 2011, many GarCo operators began 

voluntarily disclosing their hazardous fracturing 

chemicals using the www.FracFocus.org 

website.  

 

http://www.fracfocus.org/


HIGHLIGHTS OF RULE CHANGES: 

 Improved Access to Records 

 Public Disclosure of Hydraulic Fracturing 

Chemicals 

New Form 41 for trade secret information 

 Required Notice of Intent to Conduct Hydraulic 

Fracturing Treatment 

 New Form 42 for public notification 



HIGHLIGHTS OF RULE CHANGES: 

 Applies to all hydraulic fracturing treatments on 

or after April 1, 2012.  

 Requires public disclosure of HF chemicals 

using FracFocus.org (60 days) 

 Appropriate Trade Secret Protection 

 48 hour advance notice from Operator to the 

Commission is required of intention to 

hydraulically fracture a well.  

 



HIGHLIGHTS OF RULE CHANGES 

 Information reported (well-by-well basis) 

 Volume of water used 

 Chemicals and concentrations (may be reported in 

a format that does not link chemical ingredients to 

respective additive) 

 Trade Secrets 

 Family name still required 

 Structure of the disclosure requirement may may 

minimize number of trade secret claims 

 

 



 HYDRAULIC FRACTURING FLUIDS 



  HYDRAULIC FRACTURING FLUIDS 

 Depending on the fluid system being pumped various 

additives are used: 

 

 

 

 

 Additives are transported in concentrated form 

 Typically injected at less than 3 gallons per 1,000 gal of 

water (0.3%) 

 All additive injection rates are controlled. 

 The purpose of any additive is to help improve the overall 

process 

 Polymers 

 Crosslinkers 

 Surfactants 

 Clay Control 

 pH Control 

 Gel Breakers 

 Bacteria Control 

 Fluid Loss Additives 

 

Frac Fluids 



INDUSTRY GOALS FOR CHEMICAL DISCLOSURE 

 Implementation of public disclosure rule which 

is effective to alleviate public concern 

 Appropriate level of disclosure, balancing the 

public interest with burden to industry 

 Provide the necessary information in the proper 

context for risk management  

 

 

 



FRACFOCUS.ORG WEBSITE 
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FRACFOCUS.ORG WELL SEARCH 



FRACFOCUS.COM : LOCATE WELLS WITH MAP 



FRACFOCUS.ORG: WELL INFORMATION 



FRACFOCUS.COM:  CHEMICAL DISCLOSURE 



PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS TO FRACFOCUS 

 The rule intends for the FracFocus website to be 
searchable by chemical ingredient, chemical 
abstract service number and time period by 
January 1, 2013 (Note: the site is already 
searchable by well, by county and by operator). 

 

 If the site is not searchable by those additional 
parameters by 2013, the COGCC will begin making 
the information available and searchable on its 
own site, as soon as practicable. 

 



TRADE SECRETS 

 If a vendor, service provider or operator claim a 
chemical and/or its concentration as a trade 
secret, a form (Form 41) must be submitted to the 
director of the Oil and Gas Conservation 
Commission.  

 

 Trade Secret provisions allow any person who 
believes a trade secret has been inappropriately 
claimed to seek redress through the COGCC 
initially and then through the courts, if needed. 

 

 



TRADE SECRETS FORM 41 

 Form 41 must include contact information for a 
representative should further information be promptly 
needed regarding the composition of the trade secret 
chemical claimed. 

 Form 41 must be updated immediately if contact 
information changes  

 By signing the Form 41 document, the signer is legally 
attesting to the legitimacy of the trade secret claim. 

 Trade secret information must be provided promptly to 
the COGCC director and health professionals upon 
request.  

 

 





Signature block  

certifying trade secret status 



COGCC HANDLING OF TRADE SECRET CLAIMS 

 COGCC does not verify if something is a trade 
secret unless an issue is raised by an affected 
party 

 COGCC verifies that information has been 
provided 

 If there is a complaint, COGCC can investigate 
or the courts could investigate. 

 Certification on form 41 allows policing of trade 
secret claims and legal challenges 

 



 48 hours prior to commencing a hydraulic 

fracture job 

   

 

HYDRAULIC FRACTURING NOTIFICATION 



MORE INFORMATION ON FRACING AVAILABLE 

ON COGCC WEBSITE 



CONCLUSION 

New Rules provide:  

 New approach to chemical disclosure 

 Balance of interests 

 Transparency and accountability  

 Increased public confidence 

 

 

 

 


