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Fire (2)
Pit water (production water) containment (2)
Smoke (1)
Trash (1)

Quantitative Health Data. Final data collection for this report took place in January 2008,
unless otherwise noted. Thus, these data are the most currently available at that point in time.

Vital Statistics
Tables 8 through 11 present vital statistics data and trends for 1996 and 2002 2006 by
county. Table 12 provides selected birth statistics by County for 2006, specifically.
According to the annual birth rate data for the years 1996 and 2002 – 2006, birth rates for
all counties have been essentially stable during this period. The exception is Montrose
County, for which there was a drop in the birth rate between 1996 and 2002, after which
the birth rate stabilized between 2002 and 2006. Garfield County had the highest
average annual birth rate during this period.
The percentage of teen mothers has been stable over the study period, with the
exception of Delta County, which saw a drop in the percentage of mothers who are
between the ages of 10 and 17 years between 1996 and 2002. Based on the average
annual rate for the period 2002 2006, Garfield County had the lowest rate of teen
mothers among the comparison counties.
The rate of low birth weight (<2,500 grams) babies among the four counties is similar.
Mesa County had the lowest rate of mothers who did not receive prenatal care during the
first trimester of their pregnancies. The rates for the other three counties were similar.
The highest rate of mothers who had less than 12 years of formal education was in
Garfield County.
Garfield County’s rate of neonatal and infant deaths was similar to that of Mesa County,
and higher than that of Delta and Montrose Counties.
The age adjusted, total death rate for Garfield County was comparable to the age
adjusted, total death rate for Delta County, and lower than the age adjusted, total death
rates for Mesa or Montrose Counties. The graph in the section below provides a
comparison of crude, total death rates for the four counties over the period of 1990 –
2006. Garfield County had the lowest crude death rate for the past 2 ½ decades.
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Table 14.  Selected birth characteristics by County, 2006 

          Low Birth 
Very Low 

Birth

    Age of Mother (%) Weight (%) Weight (%) 

 County Total Live Births 
10-
17 

18-
19 

20-
29 30+ 

<2,500 
grams 

<1,500 
grams 

 Delta 344 3.2 9.3 66.3 21.2 6.1 * 

Garfield 945 3.3 7.5 59 30.2 7.3 1

 Mesa 1,880 4.6 8.2 61.9 25.2 7.3 0.9 

 Montrose 493 3.9 8.3 59 28.8 6.5 2 

         

  *indicates one or two events     

        Education  

   Prenatal Care (%) Pre-term births (%) 
of mother 

(%) 

Smoking 

during  

 County after 1st trimester 
No

care <37 weeks <12 years 
Pregnancy 

(%) 

 Delta 32.2 1.9 7.8 21.8 11.7 

Garfield 36.7 1.8 8.5 28.9 13.8 

 Mesa 15.6 0.9 7.6 22.1 17.5 

 Montrose 40.5 0.8 9.1 24.3 8.9 

       


