


 Garfield County is working to prevent a listing of 
the GSG similar to the Colorado Parks & Wildlife, 
Department of Natural Resources Bureau of Land 
Management  

 
 It’s the “How to achieve that” that is unique to 

Garfield County 
 
 Ultimately, Garfield County’s Plan balances habitat 

protection with the multiple-use mission of the 
BLM on our public lands   

 
 





Wide Variety of Partners: BLM, USFWS, 
DOW, Wilderness Workshop, Energy 
Companies, Grouse International. Trout 
Unlimited,  Garfield County, etc  



CPW Mapping for BLM EIS  March, 2012 PPR Plan: 2008 BLM / CPW Habitat Mapping 

 Modeled Potential GSG Habitat 

?  



Parachute 



No 
Regulatory 
Assurance 
per USFWS 





Pinedale Wyoming 
Example of Priority 
Habitat cited as 
basis for the NTT 
Report 

Example local 
landscape in 

Garfield County 
mapped as “Priority 

Habitat”    





To provide private and public 
land owners with land 
management principles, 
policies and BMPs based on 
the best available science that 
are tailor-fit to the County’s 
unique landscape and habitat 
characteristics for the 
betterment of the species. 



http://www.elev8-
inc.com/upload/GarCo_Habitat_Chip_WM
V.mp4 

 Performed extensive literature search  on influences to GSG habitat 

 Compiled criteria from a number of published and peer-reviewed 
studies with emphasis on local studies in the PPR Area by both BLM 
and CPW.  

 Established common habitat criteria for PPR area 
 Slope 

 Canopy Cover 

 Vegetation Community 

 Distances from forested areas 

http://www.elev8-inc.com/upload/GarCo_Habitat_Chip_WMV.mp4�
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Validates well with 92% capture w/ 100 meters of boundary (Ground-truthed!) 
Aligns well with CPW’s Restricted Surface Occupancy Map (RSO)  
DNR Meeting at Capitol  = SWH Map is a consultation tool and not “habitat” 



CPW: 220,000 acres of 
Primary & General SGS 
habitat 

Garfield County: 
59,093 acres of 

Suitable SGS habitat 

73% 
Reduction!! 



Comparison of Results: CPW Mapping 



Comparison of Results: Garfield County Mapping 



We are here now… 



1) County adopted the “Greater Sage Grouse Conservation 
Plan” that protects habitat & accommodates multiple use of 
our public lands. 
 

2) Respond to the BLM Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
 Point out Flaws in the CPW Mapping & Science 
 Peer review of County Modeling / mapping efforts with ultimate 

publication as Best Available Science 
 Point out  inconsistencies b/t County Plan and DEIS (Science & 

Mapping…NEPA and FLPMA requirements) 
 

3) Provide Testimony to the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation 
Commission (COGCC) on Habitat Mapping 
 

4) Coordinate with US Fish & Wildlife Service on data / science 
verification to prevent a listing 
 

 



2) The BLM’s current draft proposal will result in significant loss in: 
 Personal property and oil and gas production tax revenue 
 Basic and non-basic jobs 
 Local economic turnover of dollars spent in local communities  
 Future grazing rights / opportunities 
 Recreation (Hunting, Fishing, ATV, skiing, Hiking) opportunities  

3)   BLM Policy approach  (“one size-fits all”) does not acknowledge local conditions 
and will be applied to a seriously flawed habitat map not based on Best Available 
Science. Garfield County’s Plan balances habitat protection with BLM’s multiple 
use mission. 

1) Tax revenues from natural gas development directly improve our community: 
education, fire protection, medical services, county road infrastructure 
improvements, etc. for residents in Garfield County.      



Federal Mineral Lease:   $615,417 
 
Federal Mineral Severance:  $498,310 
 
Federal Mineral Lease District  
Grants 2012 & 2013:   $922,000 
 
   Total:  $2,035,727 









Sought 
Coordination 

Policy 
Assistance 
from ASL 

May June 

Adopted Coordination 
Resolution & Letter Sent to 
BLM Asserting Coordination 

1st 
Coordination 

Meeting 
With BLM 

July - September 

2nd 
Coordination 
Meeting with 

BLM 

3rd 
Coordination 
Meeting with 

CPW 

4th 
Coordination 
Meeting with 
BLM, USFWS 

& CPW 

Sought 
Assistance 

in 
Analyzing 
Science 

January 

Sent Plan to 
BLM 

requesting it 
as 

Alternative 
in EIS 

Data Validation Meeting 
with CPW on Mapping 

May 

Adopted  
The County Greater Sage-Grouse 

Conservation Plan 
Developed from December, 2012 to April, 

2013 

April - June 

Garfield 
County 

Testifies in 
Congress 

June 



5th 
Coordination 
Meeting with 
BLM, CPW & 

DNR 

Garfield 
County 

Testifies in 
Congress 

June 

BLM Releases DEIS 
for 90-day Public 

Comment 
Period 

Meeting with 
Mike King & 

CPW at 
Capitol on 
mapping 

September 

BLM  DEIS 
Comments Due 

Aug Dec 
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