Greater Sage-Grouse in Garfield County
EAB Presentation



Garfield County is working to prevent a listing of
the GSG similar to the Colorado Parks & Wildlife,
Department of Natural Resources Bureau of Land
Management

It’s the “How to achieve that” that is unique to
Garfield County

Ultimately, Garfield County’s Plan balances habitat
protection with the multiple-use mission of the
BLM on our public lands
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We had a Greater Sage Grouse Plan

Computer Model of Potential Greater Sage-Grouse Habitat
In the Piceance Basin {Excluding Magnolia Area)

Greater Sage-Grouse

Conservation Plan

Legend

rall Hange

Calorado Division of Wildlife, Kathleen Tadvick April 2007

Figure F-1. Computer Model of Potential Greater Sage-Grouse Habitat in the Piceance Basin (Excluding the Magnolia Area)

Parachute-Piceance-Roan (PPR)

Final — April 29, 2008

Prepared by Parachute-Piceance-Roan (PPR)
Work Group




Sage Grouse Habitat in Garfiel

Computer Model of Patential Greater Sage-Grouse Habitat
In the Piceance Basin (Excluding Magnolia Area)

Legend

Figure F-1. Computer Model of Potential Greater Sale-Grouse Habitat in the Piceance Basin (Excluding the Magnolia Area)
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(summer or winter or breeding) outside of PPH

and 4 mi buffer around leks

Active within the last 10 years
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Table 1: Sage Grouse Habitats in Garfield County

Land Status Impacts

County Total

Priority Habitat

General Habitat

Total Habitat

Acres

%

Acres

%

Acres

%

Acres

%

Private Lands

699,255.4

36.9%

123,718.2

18%

35,563.0

5%

159,281.4

23%

Federal Public Lands

1,179,108.7

62.3%

24,821.3

2%

36,548.4

3%

61,369.7

5%

State Lands

15,100.4

0.8%

318.0

2%

0%

318.0

2%

Total

1,893,464.5

148,857.5

8%

72,111.4

4%

220,969.1

12%
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Yes, We Are Different...very ditterent

Pinedale Wyoming
Example of Priority
Habitat cited as
basis for the NTT
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Example local
landscape in
Garfield County
mapped as “Priority
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The County drafted
a neW |OC8| plan _ - GARFIELD COUNTY

GREATER SAGE-GROUSE CONSERVATION

PLAN

with this purpose: e

To provide private and public
land owners with land
management principles,
policies and BMPs based on
the best available science that
are tailor-fit to the County’s
unique landscape and habitat
characteristics for the
betterment of the species.

Garfield County _




Refined Habitat Analysis

> Performed extensive literature search on influences to GSG habitat

> Compiled criteria from a number of published and peer-reviewed

studies with emphasis on local studies in the PPR Area by both BLM
and CPW.

» Established common habitat criteria for PPR area

> Slope
» Canopy Cover
» Vegetation Community

> Distances from forested areas


http://www.elev8-inc.com/upload/GarCo_Habitat_Chip_WMV.mp4�
http://www.elev8-inc.com/upload/GarCo_Habitat_Chip_WMV.mp4�
http://www.elev8-inc.com/upload/GarCo_Habitat_Chip_WMV.mp4�

31,070 Ac.

28,023 AcC.




Garfield County Map Validates and Aligns with
State RSO map (CPW vs BLM)

> Validates well with 92% capture w/ 100 meters of boundary (Ground-truthed!)
» Aligns well with CPW'’s Restricted Surface Occupancy Map (RSO)
»DNR Meeting at Capitol = SWH Map is a consultation tool and not “habitat”
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Garfield County:
59,093 acres of
Suitable SGS habitat
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Comparison of Results: Garfield County Mapping
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Computer Model of Potential Greater Sage-Grou
In the Piceance Basin (Excluding Magnolia

Mapping Evolution...

We are here now...



Garfield County Efforts

1)

2)

)

4)

County adopted the
that protects habitat & accommodates multiple use of
our public lands.

Respond to the BLM Draft Environmental Impact Statement

>  Point out Flaws in the CPW Mapping & Science

> Peer review of County Modeling / mapping efforts with ultimate
publication as Best Available Science

> Point out inconsistencies b/t County Plan and DEIS (Science &
Mapping...NEPA and FLPMA requirements)

Provide Testimony to the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation
Commission (COGCC) on Habitat Mapping

Coordinate with US Fish & Wildlife Service on data / science
verification to prevent a listing
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Why are the Garfield County Commissioners
Concerned?

1) Tax revenues from natural gas development directly improve our community:
education, fire protection, medical services, county road infrastructure
improvements, etc. for residents in Garfield County.

2) The BLM’s current draft proposal will result in significant loss in:
» Personal property and oil and gas production tax revenue
» Basic and non-basic jobs
» Local economic turnover of dollars spent in local communities
» Future grazing rights / opportunities
» Recreation (Hunting, Fishing, ATV, skiing, Hiking) opportunities

|”

3) BLM Policy approach (“one size-fits all”) does not acknowledge local conditions
and will be applied to a seriously flawed habitat map not based on Best Available
Science. Garfield County’s Plan balances habitat protection with BLM’s multiple
use mission.




Federal Mineral Lease; $615,417
Tax Revenues

.~  Federal Mineral Severance: $498,310
& Services for
Riﬂe’s Federal Mineral Lease District
Grants 2012 & 2013: $922,000

Community

2013 Estimated % of
2012% of Assessed 2012 Revenue Assessed Value 2013 Revenue
value Attributable to  Attritutable to Oil  Attributable to Oil Attritutable to Oil
Oil and Gas and Gas and Gas and Gas (Estimated)
Garfield County 73.03% 39,202,342 70.20% 27,766,900
Town of Parachute 27.84% 111,630 22.00% 76,244
0.16% 1,059 0.49% 2,520
Town of Silt 0.00% - 0.00% -
78.80% 16,845,974 76.36% 11,723,957
School District 16 93.73% 8,429,264 92.64% 5,644,774
Burning Mtn Fire Protection District 77.25% 3,025,665 77.84% 2,472,041
Debeque Fire Protection District 94.52% 1,548,867 94.38% 1,326,773
Grand Valley Fire Protection District 93.89% 4,220,698 92.72% 2,801,262
77.71% 3,856,212 72.19% 2,317,445
88.41% 15,892,975 86.83% 11,287,653

Totals S 93,134,686 65,419,569

Taxing Entity
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How Can you Get Involved?

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
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-_ BLM >Colorado =Programs Print Page

Search

BLM Colorado Sage-Grouse Conservation Newsroom

Colorado Efforts Draft RMPA/EIS Released (8-16-
What We Do 13)

[+ visit Us
Information Center
Field Offices

Get Involved NW Colorado Gre

Contact Us / grouse EIS Fact S
¥ BLM Colorado Grea

grouse comment perio
extended (2-8-12)

Socio-economic workshop June
12 (5-25-12)

BLM begins greater sage-grouse
planning effort in northwestem
Colorado with public open house
Colorado is home to the Greater Sage-Grouse, as well as the Gunnison Sage-Grouse. meetings (01-20-12)
Both species are included on the BLM Colorado State Director’s sensitive species list.

Northwest Colorado Greater Sage-Grouse Draft Resource Management
Amendment and Environmental Impact Statement

Link to Draft RMPA/EIS

Sage-grouse Links

News Release: Draft RMPA/EIS released Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Greater Sage-grouse Priority
FACT SHEETS Habitat Map (3-13-12)




How Can you Get Involved?

E-PLANNING

https://www.blm.gov/epl-front-office/eplanning/nepa/nepa reqister.do

MAIL

BLM Greater Sage-grouse EIS
Bureau of Land Management
2815 H Road

Grand Junction, CO 81506

EMAIL: BLM CO NW sageqgrouse EIS@bim.qgov

FAX: (970) 244-3083
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Our Coordination Process Recap

Adopted

Adopted Coordination The County Greater Sage-Grouse o
Resolution & Letter Sent to Conservation Plan Data Validation Meeting

BLM Asserting Coordination Developed from December, 2012 to April, with CPW on Mapping
2013

Sought
Coordination
Policy fist 2nd 3rd

Sought
Assistance Sent Plan to

in 4th BLM Garfield

Assistance Coordination Coordination Coordination P Coordination S County
. : . . : nalyzing . .
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BLM Releases DEIS

Garfield
County
Testifies in
Congress

5th
Coordination
Meeting with
BLM, CPW &

DNR

for 90-day Public
Comment
Period

Meeting with
Mike King &
CPW at
Capitol on

mapping

I September I
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