
GARFIELD COUNTY ENERGY ADVISORY BOARD (EAB) MEETING DRAFT MINUTES 
Thursday, June 7, 2012 

Location: Rifle Library, Rifle, Colorado 
 

Disclaimer 
Users of these unapproved DRAFT minutes are cautioned that these minutes are for review 

purposes prior to being finalized by the board. 
 

CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTION 
 
Brent Buss called meeting to order at: 6:00 pm. Thanking Haute Plate Bistro and Sandy Kent 
with Encana for providing dinner.  Public introduced themselves. 
 
EAB members introduced themselves.  EAB members in attendance: 

 
  
Bob Arrington (BA)   Battlement Mesa 
Susan Alvillar (SA)   WPX Energy 
Scott Brynildson (SB)   Mamm Creek/Hunter Mesa 
Kirby Wynn (KW)   Garfield County 

          Sean Norris (SN)   Oxy    
Howard Orona  (HO)   Parachute/Parachute Creek    
Brent Buss (BB) Chair  North Rifle  

 Michael Braaten MB)   City of Rifle 
Cary Baird (CB)   Chevron 
Don Mumma (DM)   Battlement Mesa O&G Committee 
Michael Meskin (MM)   Grass Mesa HOA 
Heather Hoffmeister (HH)  Rulison/Holmes Mesa 
Jeff Simonson (JS)   Divide Creek  
Sandy Kent (SK)   Encana 
Art Riddle (AR)   Town of New Castle   
Juanita Williams (JW)   Town of Parachute 
Kelly Lyon (KL)   Town of Silt  
Theresa Hamilton (TH)  RE-2 School District 

 
MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
 

• The Board reviewed the minutes from June 7, 2012 meeting.  Brent Buss entertained a 
motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting. Bob Arrington moved to accept the 
minutes and Sean Norris 2nd the motion, the board then voted unanimously to approve. 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 
• KW addressed the BOCC asking how the EAB Board is to proceed in dealing with 

issues that have gone into litigation.  KW introduced Carey Gagnon, Acting County 
Attorney. She has researched this issue and attended the EAB meeting to present her 
findings: 

 
 
 
 



 
She read the EAB mission statement: With this mission statement in mind the Board 
should function “through positive and proactive communication and actions” 
 
The mission the EAB Board is advise to the BOCC of issues in and around Garfield 
County. 
 
Public Comment should be balanced with other business as a board.  Citizen comments 
will be limited to 3 minutes; 3 Minute rule should be applied consistently through-out the 
meeting.  If they (the public) wish to have more time they can address  the BOCC 
directly during their public comment ime as well.  The EAB should want to hear concerns 
but in a civil manner. Anyone with a public comment should adhere to the EAB Mission 
Statement. 

  
EAB creation of rules that limit free speech is problematic and it can be a dialog heard 
without action; The EAB can hear public comments about topics that are in litigation but 
no action ahould be taken by this board; EAB is merely the ear of the BOCC and reports 
issues and topics to BOCC periodically. The EAB does not have the power to have a 
dialog and make decisions in response to topics that are in litigation.  The citizen does 
have the right to bring up most any issue during the comment period. It is at the 
discretion of the chair if you want to have dialog regarding the issue brought to the 
board.   
 

• KW followed up on previous complaint of excessive lights at Anvil Points WPX facility. 
WPX followed up and changed lighting arrangement to the extent feasible. KW visited 
the area at 10:30 pm and also arranged for  COGCC to do an assessment that ended up 
determining  the lights are within regulatory limits.  There are no compliance issues at 
present. The nearby Paraho retort facility also adjusted lighting and removed several 
lights on an effort to minimize their effect on neighboring properties. They also went out 
late at night over to the CR 309 area to review their lighting and to evaluate the lighting 
issues.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 

• During the quarterly update to the BOCC KW brought up, at the EAB request, adding 
Colorado Mountain College to the EAB Board.  The BOCC thought that adding CMC 
would be a good fit considering that they have an energy job training program. What the 
BOCC asked of the EAB is that they find a candidate and bring it back to the BOCC for 
discussion.  The O&G Department received a letter from Art Scibelli wanting to volunteer 
his time to the EAB Board on behalf of Colorado Mountain College. Art Scibelli was 
introduced to the EAB Board and was asked to say a few words: 

 
Art Scibelli, career counselor at Colorado Mountain College, introduced himself to the 
EAB Board. Colorado Mountain College objective is to enhance the mission and purpose 
by creating positive communication amongst representatives with municipalities, county 
organizations, O&G Industry and citizens. Their energy program is meant to be positive 
force to provide relevant energy education and employment for local citizens in the O&G 
industry. He works out the Rifle Campus with close ties to the other campuses and 
would report on CMC as a whole. 

 
Jeff Simonson made a motion to expand the board, adding a CMC Representative, 
Michael Bratten 2nd the motion... the motion carried unanimously. 
 



KW made a motion to add Art Scibelli to the EAB Board, as the CMC Representative 
Mike Braaten 2nd, the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
KW made a motion to make all the administrative changes to the Bylaws regarding 
adding Art Scibelli, Colorado Mountain College, Mike Braaten 2nd, the motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
COMMUNITY COUNTS UPDATE 

• Sher Long announced that she is changing rolls with Encana.  Sandy Kent will now 
represent Encana at the EAB Meetings. Sher announced that she will still be attending 
the EAB representing Community Counts.  
 

She reports:  
 

CC is in a transition stage since Mary-Lou Wilson has left. Nita Smith with NLS Business 
Solutions is helping get the organization back together.  The CC Board will be looking for a 
part-time coordinator in the next couple of months.  The CC site website is being updated.  
The answer line remains the primary focus for Community Counts.   

 
If you need a speaker for an event please call the CC Hotline: 866-442-9034 

 
Two complaints that came into the CC Hotline were:  

 
1. speeding issue: with a new company in the area.  The contractor will be notified by 

CC representative at their meeting this month. 
2. Battlement Mesa resident had a noise complaint - Construction noise rather than 

industry noise.  Sher has not been called back so believes the issue has been 
resolved. 

 
CC needs to be an effective tool for residents and industry to bridge any gaps that may 
occur. Sher would like to encourage memberships. 

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

• Marion Wells -  Rulison 
 
Lighting from Anvil Point evaporator pond 1.5 miles away has not been resolved. She 
feels that the response from the County, WPX and COGCC is  inadequate. 
 
She is worried about the noise coming back since WPX is about to move a drilling rig to 
operate near her property.   
 
MW would like to remove the Williams signs on her property for speeding because in her 
view it is not obeyed or enforced. 

 
Scott Brynildson commented that WPX has quieter rigs - could they put one of them on 
MW Property?  Susan Alvillar, WPX, said that it would depend on what rigs are available 
at the time and that all rigs are in compliance with the COGCC rules. 
 



MW does not feel that adding a member of CMC to the Energy Advisory Board today is 
being done appropriately She feels that the CMC Board should be appointing the 
representative to be added per the EAB bylaws. 
 

• Thomas Thompson (TT) – Porcupine Creek 
 
TT gave a status report about his ongoing issues with Encana. They are currently in 
mediation and are trying to resolve their issues.  
 
 

EAB MEMBER UPDATES 
 
Municipalites: 
 
Town of Parachute – Juanita Williams (JW) 
 

• The West Interchange along with the Encana Building are both on schedule.  The 
Encana Building has created interests for other lots to sale. 

 
Town of Silt – Kelly Lyon (KL) 
 

• New Dollar Store, five new houses and the library are under construction.  
 
Town of New Castle – Art Riddle (AR) 
 

• Still working on the Pedestrian Bridge that will cross I-70 (105 exit). 
 
City of Rifle – Mike Braaten (MB) 

 
• There was a community meeting regarding the water treatment plant on May 30, 2012 about 

150 people attended.  There will be another meeting June 13, 2012.  The meeting will be 
held at the Rifle Library or Rifle City Hall.  Check website or call City of Rifle for time and 
location.   

 
http://www.rifleco.org/  

 
Invitations will be posted on the website and postcards will be sent out to all city Residents 
with the location and time. 

 
Battlement Mesa – Bob Arrington (BA)  
 

• No issues were reported this month. 
 
Organizations: 
 
Battlement Mesa O&G Committee –Don Mumma (DM)  
  

• At their next meeting on Tuesday June 12th at 3:30 pm. They invited David Grisso with 
Encana to their meeting to hear the concerns about Encana Rigs near Battlement Mesa. 
 

• Golf Tournament held by operators will be held Friday, June 22, 2012 at 8am. All 
proceeds will go to local charities and United Way.  Call the Pro Shop for more 
information 285-7274. 

http://www.rifleco.org/


 
 
Grass Mesa – Michael Meskin (MM) 
 

• MM met with Encana Thursday regarding funding for the HOA road upkeep on Grass 
Mesa. He was told by the Encana Representative that there wasn’t any money left in the 
2012 budget to do anything else with the roads.   

 
GVCA – Bob Arrington (BA) sitting in for Joyce/Leslie 
 

• GVCA is continuing to be represented by attorney Matt Sura at the COGCC and 
stakeholder meetings regarding setbacks. This month they will meet with the state 
lobbyist. 

  
Citizen Representatives: 
 
Parachute/Parachute Creek – Howard Orona (HO) 
 

• No issues were reported this month. 
 
Divide Creek – Jeff Simonson (JS) 
 

• Nothing to report. 
 
Mamm Creek/Hunter Mesa – Scott Brynildson (SB) 
 

• The seeding on the pipeline of Antero is in need of rain.  Looks in good shape. 
 

• Rifle Rendezvous was a success.  Numbers are up slowly growing.  Wanted to thank 
everyone for their support. 

 
Rifle/North Rifle – Brent Buss (BB) 
 

• Nothing to report. 
 

Operators 
 

Oxy USA Inc. -   Sean Norris (SN) 
 

• Oxy has two rigs working in the Cascade Creek area.   
 
Chevron – Cary Baird (CB) 
 

• No environmental or safety issues.   
• Chevron had their annual event where they acknowledged their contractors for their 

environmental, health and safety records. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
WPX Energy – Susan Alvillar (SA) 
 

• WPX held two Community Events: 
 

1.  BBQ at the Kokopelli site to inform the neighbors about activity this summer; 
and   

2. Porcupine Creek 17 people attended Tour of the Nabors Rig. 
 

•  Kokopelli Seismic Operations schedule: 
 

Currently - surveying and slashing (cutting walking paths and landing zones for drills). 
 

June 11 – They will commence drilling using a helicopter to move small drill units along 
the lines at 400 ft intervals.  
 
July 5 – Recording phase involves detonation of charges (60 ft deep) and the use of a 
helicopter to transport bags of equipment throughout the project area. 
 
Mid-July– Completion  
  

 
Encana – Sandy Kent (SK) 
 

• 7 rigs are drilling in the Piceance for Encana, throughout our North and South Piceance 
areas of operations.  We also have 7 work over rigs servicing wells. 
 

 
Antero - Jon Black (emailed) 
 

• Antero Resources is currently operating 1 Drilling Rig full time, and one work over Rig at 
an ad-hoc basis, and one Completions Crew, South of the Colorado River in between 
Rifle and Silt.  
 

• Rig move is scheduled for late in the first week of June mobilizing Frontier Drilling Rig 
12# will head to the Dixon A pad which has access from Dry Hollow Rd, Rig move plan 
will encompass school bus routes and times. Notification given to EAB, Community 
Counts, Oil & Gas Liaison, Garfield County Roads and Bridges. Expected to be two to 
three days from June 8th. 
 

• Antero Resources continues to operate and proceeds into 2012 with optimistic caution, 
given current gas prices. 

 
 
Bill Barrett Corp – Doug Dennison (DD) emailed 
 

• BBC continues to operate 2 drilling rigs and 2 completion crews south of Silt and will 
continue to evaluate our future level of activity based on natural gas prices and other 
economic factors. 

 



 
 
Garfield County – Kirby Wynn (KW) 
 
Kirby Wynn gave a Power Point presentation updating the following information: 
 

• Citizen Inquiries and concerns provided to GarCo O&G office and resolution status, and 
• Summary of COGCC approved permits & new well starts for Garfield County. 

 
EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATION  
 

• Surface Management Approach to Oil and Gas Development: Reclamation rules and 
regulation; life span planning & surface management; how other regulations affect 
reclamation; land manager/owner input; general types of reclamation, seed mix, and 
stakeholder expectations. Presented by: Bryan Whiteley, Encana 

  
ADJOURN 
 

• BB adjourned the meeting at 8:30 pm.   
 
MOTIONS PASSED AT THIS MEETING 
 

•  motion was passed at this meeting to approve last month minutes; 
• A motion was passed to approve Colorado Mountain College, Art Scibelli, (Energy 

program career counselor) to become a member of EAB; 
• A motion was passed to make all the administrative changes to the By-Laws regarding 

the addition of Colorado Mountain College seat to the board. 
 

 
NEW ACTION ITEMS: 
 

• KW will ask BOCC to formally consider adding CMC to EAB with Art Scibelli, career 
counselor as their representative. 

 
 
Prepared by Denice Brown, Garfield County Oil and Gas Assistant 
 
Approved by the Energy Advisory Board on 
 
Date: 
  
Cary Baird, Secretary of the Board 
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